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|CON TENTS: 


: He diviſions of Chriſtendom are much to be 
lamented; the effe ts, of them. being. exs: 


 - ceeding evil Page 1. 
i Cbriſ made allneedful. proviſious, againſt ſuch Diſ- 
1 fentions amongjt Chriſtians P. 2. 


| To: this end be eſtabliſhed- a. Spiritual . Society; or 
 - Churchon Barth: P- 34 
» $ This-Charch, with, the nity of 'it, the. Romiſh- 
3 Churchappropriateth'to it ſelf © + - 
# This-Controver ſie betwixt that Chuxch and Ours may 
* be,ſtated -anddecided by the canſideratian of the | 
= follywing Heads of difcourſe.. | 
2 I There are certain. Principles in -which. the Roma- 
2 - niſtsandweagree, p. 4. 43 1.Chriſt always bad,. 
and always will have, a Charch on Earth, *till the 
world ends; p. 44 2. This:Church us a diſtinF - 
Sciety-in it ſelf, p:4+, 3+ This Church muſt.;.be 
Viſible, p. 5. 4+ Within. the bounds.. of - this 
\ Charch we have the only hope of ſafety here aud : 
hereafter, whilſt our hope is grounded on Gods 
| | S- ordinary . 


ET ICC InnE—_ 


| The Contents. 


ordinery Evangelical Methods, p. 5. 5- This 
Church is but-one, p. 6. 


IH. In FE one Chriſtian Church there are certain 
bands of Catholick-Unity: As 1. Unity iu Be- 
lief and Profeſſion, p. 6. 2. In Charity, p. 7. 
3- In Worſhip, p.7. 4- In Diſcipline, p. 8. 
5. In Set-forms ( in ſome ach 7 Publick 
Worſhip, p. 10. 


I, The Romaniſts have 1mjuſtly made, SubjeQi- 
on to the See of Rome, and to the pretended 


' Vicar of Chriſt mit, the Pope, as the Univerſal | 
Head and Monarch of the Chriſtian Church, the | 


Principal Band of Catbolick. Unity, p.11,12. 


For firſt, for this Papal-Power there is no Evidence | 


in Scripture, but there are ve frrong intimations of + 


the contrary, P.12. } 
Secondly, There is ft lence, concerning it, amon the | 


' moſt antient and beſt Fathers of the Church Pot 3» 


Thirdly, FHytory ſhews us by what evil ſteps the | ; 
Romiſh ( burch arrived at this greatneſs : As 1.by + 


1ſurpation on the Rights of other Churches, p.13. 


2. Byweakening the Power of Temporal Prin- 7 
Ces, P.16. 3. By abuſing their ill-gotten Power 
tu making it inſtrumental to the introducing, and 
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_ -promoting of certain ſtrange and erroneous De- 


 Arines, P- * 


| IV-There | 


The Contents. 


IV. There was a neceſſity of a Refoltution inthe 
Romiſh-Church; and our (hurch was reformed 
. regularly, and with maintenance of the bounds of 
 Catholick-Unity, p. 19. For 1. our Reforma- 
_ tion was managed with the concurrence and en- 
_ Couragement of the Supreme Power, p. 19. 
2. With the. Advice and deliberation of the Clergy 
Z .. Aſſembled in Convocation, p. 20. 3. With juſt 
A reſpe to the Antient Chriſtian Church, p. 21. 
Both as to 1. Doftrine, p. 21. 2. Govern- 
ment, P. 22. J» Worſhip, Pp. 23- 4: Rites, 
P- 25. In ſuch ſort that Our Reformed Church 
# a ſound part of the Catholick Church, p.27. 
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V. The Objeftiens of the Romaniſts againſt onr 
Church and the Reformation of it, are not valid. 
Object. 1. Concerning our rejeBling Dofrines of 
'the Church determined by Councils, Anſwe- 


red, P. 31,8&c. 
Object. 2. Concerning Referquninn by means of 4 
general Council. Anlwered, P-35- 


Object. 3. Concernine the perſonal miſcarriages of 
ſome engaged in the CR Anſwe- 


red, P. 39. 
Object. 4. Concernins our want of due Diſcipline. 
Anſwered, P-39- 


24H 
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Odject.'5 


The Cormcats. 

Object. 5. Concerning the Hereſies and Schiſms - 
which have, ſprimg, up ſyce.the, Reformation, and, 
45, they pretend, out, of. it, Be 43: Anſwe- 
red, ave | Þ44- 


1 { {'9 


VI, Eromebe Paemilſes.a Concluſion 14 drawn, ſhew- 
_ ing the Obligation, which the.People of /England 
are under to embrace_ang.:continue.in the Commu- 


nion of our C. barch, P- 49,&c. 
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ITY. 


or THE. 


CATHOLICEK CHURCH 


; Maintained-in the 
' Church of ENG LAND: 


Holocver with an: impaietial eye, and a 
\þ truly religious:concern'for the:;Honour 
of God, the Credit of. the Goſpel, 'and 
the Salvation: -af-..-\ men, looks into 
_ the eſtate of: Chriſtendom; he will 


tine find any.greater cauſe of ſorrowtful, Reflections 
- thanfrom the many Diviſions, and Avimoſities, which | 


have diſtrafted, and ſeparated its parts. - |__| - 
' Theſe have. opened: the, mburhs,' and whet the 
rongues of proteſt enemies to reviling InveQtives and 
protane Scotts againſt ourBleſſed Lori himſelf, and his 
_ Religion; and ſtifled the fiſt thoughts of admit- 
'the:rmoſt/convincing-Fruths -ro-a debate-among 
Jews Turks, or Pagans, pn ſtopr their ears againſt the 
wiſeſt: Charms... | 
1 Tondneicaufecanwemore reaſonablyi impure the. 
fnalti progrefs? which Chribianity: hath - made in the 
Worldrfth  4.:thouſand;ifears, 'paſt;;-! The:ſame,.con- 
teſts have as pernicious influence at home upon - 
fl | w_ -- Fait 


The Union of the Catholick Church 
Faith or manners of thoſe within. the Pale of the 
Ca... | | End 

Men are hereby too ſoon tempted into ſome degrees 
of Scepticiſm about very material Points of Chriſtian 
Dodrine, in which they. obſerve ſo many to differ 


among themſelves. . Others are the mare calily ſedu- 


ced to ſeek and make muck-of all Arguments, whereby 
to bafle or weaken the cleareſt evidences for their con- 
viction : and they ſeldom: continue long in the ſame 
perſuaſion with thoſe, with whom they will not main- 
tain the fame Communion, Thus Schilms have gencral- 
ly ended in Herefies, 

As miſchievous-are the effteAtsof theſe Diſtrattions. 
upon the manners of Chriſtians. There are many viti- - 
ous, ard diforderly -peſliohs; fach as Anger, Wrath, 
Hatred, Revenge, Pride, Cenforiouſneſs, &c. which 


rake Sanftuary'eherein; and under. that ſhelter put in 


their claitn/ for the'height-of Chriſtian' Graces, and the 
moſt holy zcal':for God and/ihis: Cauſe. Every where 
they break, or looſen rhe Diſciplins vf the Church, 
which ſhould »puard'its children from doing amiſs, or | 
reſtore then afrer-vir, whew the-daft, and! moſt capital = 
puniſhment 'of beihg. thruft our of its Communion is 
like to be little dreaded, where many voluntarily de- 
ſert it with the higheft :pretences of better advantage 
ellewines. 5112s 1 | 
Now thoupli this matte#of fa&t; confirmed by wo- 
ful experictve; be a/ſubjett too-fad for a:long medita- 
rion, -or'pafſionateenlargement, yet is-itno-more than 
what might have been foreſcen,withour a Spirit of Pro- 
pheſie,to follow from the corrupt nature, and depraved 
eſtate'of magkind not otherwife reQtified. Wherefore 
we'muſt ſuppoſethar our'ever bleſſed Saviour, in the 
Foundations of his —_—— made all ncedful 

proviſionto prevent thele. fatal miſcariages. - : 
y 


maintained inthe Church of England. 
- By the fufficient Revelation of 'all Fundamental Ar- 
c_ of Belict. oF nadiry = ym try _ 
' neceſſary precepts of:good lite. inculc fre- 
—__ and preſſing; moſt empharically thoſe com- 
mands concerning Love, Peace, Unity, Good Order, 
Humility, Meekneſs, Patience, &c. diredtly oppoſedito 
thoſe contentions, in every Pageof the New Teſtament: 
Theſe it may ſuffice but to name. | 

It will ſoon be gratited, after tbe beſt proviſion of 
Rules, and moſt convincing Arguments and Motives 
to ſtrengthen them, that: there. wil be need of ſome 
Government to encourage all intheir | to 
reſtrain ſome from offering, violence to them,and to pro- 
vide for many emergencies. 

Our Bleſſed Lord and Maſter, therefore, for the bet- 
ter ſecurity of his Truth, and- the fafer 'condutt of 
thoſe which adhere to it; . eſtabliſh'd a. Society or 
--Churchs in-the World, which he purchaſed :with the 
molt ineſtimable price,dignified with the higheſt Privi- 
ledges, encouraged with the largeſt Promiſes, back'd 
with the moſt ample Authority,and will always defend 
with the ſtrongeſt Guard, againſt all Power, or Policy 
on Earthor under the Earth; ſo that,as he hath told us, 
the Gates of Hell ſhall not ru againſt it, + 

But now where: this Church is to be found, and 
what are the meaſures of our Obligation to it, hath 
beena long and preatdebate, eſpecially between us and 
the Romanifts, In moſt of their late Controverſial 
Books they have ſeemed ready to wave diſputes about 
particular points, in hopes of greater advantage, which 
they promiſe themſelves from this venerable name, - and 
that bold, though moſt falfe and preſumptuous claim 
which they ay to the thing it ſelf, even excluſive to all 
others; which will appear from the true, but ſhort and 
plain ſtare of the caſe between us, the chief deſign of 
thisattempr. DS 7 OO 


4 The Unity of the'Catholick Church - 
Now that 'we may? _ them, nor. they us , 
falfly or raſhly;i; 0 © '':4 + 
I. It may be convenient frp, to lay down ſomePrin- 
ciples concernitig this Church in which they and we 
ſeem moſtly agreed, though all our Writers expreſs not: 
themſelyes alike:ckarly herein. 1... 
m5 To propound the chick _—_ of Unity: within this; 
Church. z 

WK. To mark out the inoſt obvious DefeQions from 
them by the Romaniſts... 

IV. To-:ſhew! the:Reformation, in the. Church of 

| England proceeded; and: rt; TIS due regarcþ 
tothe preſervation of; thean,”i1in; tie rei! nect 3 ht 118 

V. 'To clearit of the moſt common. abjetions. | 

VI. To conſider the-ſtrong obligations from hence 
upon; all ſorts of Diſſcaters among us:to embrace. and 
continue: an its] Communion. .o3 v1! -; 

;::;'The formerrilL@datbediſherchy, which Lreduco 
to the follbwingpattieulars. 

7. That ourBlefſed Saviour always le aloaya 
will have a Church.in..che World, in. which his Do- 
Qrine! hath: been; aud ſhall: bz: {0 fax. proteſt; -and his 
Sactameats ſo.tffeftuially adminiftred; that-they; who: 
rightly improve them may -not-want.nect{lary. ſupplies. 
for their.preſent ſpiritual life,.or future hopes of Salva- 
tion: though the extent of »the Church-as to its boun- - 
daries, and the perfection of: it in-degrees:may be vaſt: 
ly different/at :one time, and.in'one place from ano- 
ther, This many. Propheſies in the: Old Teſtament, 
and Promiſes from our Saviour in the. New give abun- 
dant ground for our Faith to rely upon, and the expe- | 
rience of .all Ages hitherto hath. confirmed. .. 

2. Thar this'Church is a diſtin& Society within ie 
ſelf, furniſhed with ſufficient Authority in ſome to Go- 
vern, and Obligation in othersro be Subje&t, neceſſary 

_ toevery Society ; which the power of the Keys _ 
y 


maintained.in the Church of England, 
rLord to receive in, or ſhut out,. and the exer” 
ciſe- of: Diſcipline" from Divine'Precepr, and Scripture 
Examples evince beyond all exception. But then this 
Eccleſ1aſtical Power, in whomſoever placed, or ſtrai- 
ned to whatheight ſoever, can never extend to yacate, 
or. change the- expreſs Inſtitutions - of Chriſt, or take 
away our Obligation to his revealed Truth, -and dire& 
Commands. In cafe of apy competition the Apoſtles de- 
fence may. be ours, He muſt, obey God rather than men. 
And-St. Pauis-profeiſion; We caw do nothing: againſt the 
Truth, but for the Truth. And again, If we or an Angel 
from Heaven preach any other Goſpel, &c. let him be ac- 
curſed; Galt. 8,1 | Tae 
\ 3. This Church-muſt be viſible, ' as every: Society is 
more or leſs, whoſe parts are fo,. and whoſe Profeſſion 
muſt be ſo. Our entrance into it is in a viſible 


manner by 'Baptiſmal: Initiation; : Our _— Com-- 
ible: Acts, 


munion with it is- in- diverſe.-outward - ſen 
which the repreſentation of it by a Body or 'Building 
might prove. More clearly it is likened to a Cty on a 
Hill, which cannot be hid, Mat. 5. 14. Set up as the 


Light of the world, an' Enſign to the Gentiles, which all _ 


Nations ſhoutd flee unto, or elſe it would witneſs 


againſt them ; whercin irs Followers ſhould take San- - 


Ctuary, and find a Refuge. 
. Wirhin theſe Boundaries we have the only hopes 


of {afety here and happineſs hereafter. What God may* 


do by his ſupereminent unaccountable power in an ex-- 
traordinary-caſe is preſumption for us but to inquire: 
into. Out'of this Ark there is no proſpett given to us: 
_ of any eſcape from the Univerſal 


o 


Deluge. (a) All the ſpiritual Pro-- 
miſes concerning this life or a bet- * 


ter are made to this Church, the 
Members of his Body who is. the 


4 <, Cyprian Ep. 60. p.143- Ed. Ox. - 
ST aliquis tx talibus ſuerit apprebenſus, 
non eſt quod {6hi quaſs in confeſſrone No- 
minis blandiatur, cxm conftet ft occiſs ejuſs 
modi extra Eccleſiam ſurrint, Fides coro- 
nam non eſſe, ſed penam potins iſſe perfidia».. 
Head. 


——_.”" 
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6 ' _.'The Unityof theCatbolick Church 
Head, Therefore the,” Apoſtles 
- preach: ro._ Jews -and Gentiles the: 


| Net in Dowlo Dui inter unanimes: habitaty- 


ros eſſe, quos videmus de pacifica & Die 
wins Domo ſurore diſcordie veceſſiſſe, 
S. Auguſt. & Ceteri in Conc, Cirtenſs adv. 
Donatiſtas. Ep. 152« T. 2+ p. 696. Edit. 


' Frob. 556. Quiſquis trg0 ab bac Ectleſia 


Catholica ſuerit ſeparatus; quantumlibet 
lau4abillter ſe vivere exiſtimet, hoc ſolo 


| ſcelere quod 4d Chriſti unitate disjuntius 


eſt, non babebit vitam. Sed. ira Dti Mae 
vet ſuper cum. Luiſquis axtem- in bas 


- Feelefed bene vixerit, nibil ej prejudicant aliens peccate. 
. byterum Donatiſt. - T. 2. þ-834., Foris autem ab Ecclefp4 conftitutus, ev ſeparatus-8 compage 


neceſfiity. of receiving this Chara-: 


- Cter. Seeing there uno other name 


winder Fleaven given among men, 
whereby we muſt be ſavedas'St.Peter 


- atteſts, Ads 4. 12. 


1dem Ep. 204. ad Donatum Preſ- 


unitatis, -& vinculd Charitatis,eterno ſupplicio punirerss, etiams pro Chriſti ngnine vivns incen- 


dertriss | ; 


i 
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; Faith, 


- *-5, This Church is bur one. It is an Article: of our 
Faith, expreſt in our Creed to believe it ſo. -For there 
be many members, yet but one bedy. One Spirit quick- 
ning all ; Oxe: Lord, and :Head over all ; One, God 


-and. Father of all; owe Faith; one -Baptiſm, one 


ZZope of our Calling "in all, as-the Apoſtle argues, 


- Eph. 4.4,5-6,7, Wc. 


JI. Now'we are to enquire what are the chict Bands 
of Unity in the Church which make, keep, 'and evi- 
dence it-to:.be one ; How we may ſecure our ſelves 
within this Garden encloſed, this 'Spring ſhut up, this 


"Fountain ſealed, as- the Ancients - uſuall apply that 


Cant.4. 12, to this ES of _ ur 
I. This appears in the nity of Belief, notonly jn- 
wardly,” but in the outward ' profeſſion of. the ' /ang 


Faith which was once delivered to the :Saints/ and 


hath- been generally preſerved, and continued down 
throughout all Ages of-the Church. 'In tefjimon 


whereof the molt eminent -Biſhops upon their fir 
Conſecration ſent to cheir-Brethren bas os their 
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| ous Worſhip in united Congregations ; ſo hereby we 


| maintained im the Church of England, 7 
2.In the 2»ity of (a) Charity, and AﬀeRion as Fel- 
tow: members 2 'of another as well as of the fame RU Kirerw 


- Head; rhat if one ſuffer,a# the reſt ſuffer with it, and if Hzret.c.20. 


owe rejoyce.. all rejoycewith it. Having an intimate Fel. P:299- .5* 


omnes prime, + . 


low-fecling of all the Good, or Evil, which befals any Apofolice dun 


joyn'd in fo neara Relation, beyond the compaſſion of RO yu 
ordinary Humanity ;. whereby we are bound not only pyn «7 commu- 


topray for, but by all offices of kindneſs, and moſt iti- nicatio Pacis, 
timate Aﬀection eſpecially to aſliſt, and relieve each 7, 17% 


= OL Fraternitatis 

other in the ſame -Houſhold of Faith. So that by our conteſeratio 
Perſonal Conſecrationall our Labours, and Eſtates are op wrong 
in ſome meaſure devoted to the Honour of God, the 2tiz ratio re- 


Service of his Church, and the Neceſſities of any of its &/> 44m cjuſ- 
| dem Sacra- 
Members. | | 
aitio, 


ments una tr4- 
S., Auguſt. adv. littras Prtiliani, T.7.p. 132+ Charitas Chriſtiana niſs in unitate Ec: 

non poteſtcuſtodiri.. & Ibid. p.473. de _— adv, Donartiſt, Thy Etiamſe Chriſti Bape 

aſque ad Sacraments celebrationem > erunt, tamen vitam aternam niſi per Charitatis unitatem 

10x conſequunt- Ex Ibid. de unitate » C. 2.P. $10. Eccleſea Corpus Chriſti eſt, unde 

ue manifeſtum eft tum, qui non eſt in membris Chriſti, Chriſtianam ſalutem babere non poſſe, 

membra autem Chriſti per tnitatis Charitatem obs copulantur, & per eandem Capits ſu coherent, 
quo d eft Chriſtus, : 


3. In the Unit of Worſhip, whereby we are obliged . 


. notonly to offer up the ſame Worſhip for ſubſtance, 


but alſo in the outward Adt to joyn, and communicate 
with each other therein, to preſent the fame Prayers, 
and Praiſes, to celebrate together the ſame Sacraments, . 
to hear the ſame Inſtructions, to frequent the ſame 
Religjous Aſſemblies, as much as poſſible ; that wemay 
with one mind, and with one mouth glorifie God even the 
Father of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, Rom. 15.6. For as the - 


.: Command of God, the Honour of his Religion, the 


Edification of his:Church, the Propagation of his - 
Truth, and the peculiar Promiſe of his Preſence, and 
Bleſſing require a folemn publick exerciſe of all Religi- 


moſt 


} 


* diffunditur, 


Conſenſiazre ſociats. 


8 : The Unity of the Catbolick Church 
4 moſt ſenſibly prove, and ſecure: our unity therein: 
(>) S.Aufir. ( ) Whoever then needleſly ſeparates himſelf from 
Peritiani,T.z. this Church, or refuſes to joyn in Communion with its 
Pp. 124. /Huic Members, ſo faras it is in his power, -where .he may, 
Eg £44?” \yithout violenceto any Doctrine or Precept of Chritt, 
fund ſuch a one divides: himſelf 'fromhis Body, and ſo-from 
94/94 10? . all the Promiſes that we know of the Sacred and com- 
es cui non com- fortable Influences of that one Head and one Spirit, * 
" Mony Ep. 5. ad Bonifacium. T.2, p. 230*Eccleſia Catholica ſola eſt Corpus Chriſti, cujus 
ale caput eft Salvator Corporis ſub. Extra boc Corpus nemintm viusficat Spiritus Santtus, quia 


Mos . — _ —_— 
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feeut ipſe dicit Apiſtolus Charitas Dei diffuſa eſt in Cordibus noſtric perSpiritum Sanftum qui datus | 


eſt nobi,non eft aiittmparticeps Divine Chavitatis qui hiftic eft initatis., Er de Bapt, adv.Do- 
natiſt. |. 3. c.16.T« 95, p-409- 1pſa-eſrenimCharitys quan non babent,qut ab: Ecclefie Catholice 
Comm#nione precifs ſunt,&c. Non habet Dei Charit :tem,qui non ditigit Eccltſue tnitatem. 

S. yprian. de Unirate.Keclefiz, p.113- Inexpiabilis, & gravis culpa diſcordie nec paſſione 


p-Tgatur. Eſſe Martyr non poteſt qui in Eccleſia non eſt : ad regnum pervenire non poteſt, qui 
team qu# regnatura ft, derelsnquit. | | 


a Tertallian, Apolog. t; 39: Cornmſu- 4, Tn: the Viity of Diſcipline : 


mus de conſcimti religions & diſcipline | | | 
 wiitate &- fper fadere. Cleris ad DoCy- (a) whereby every Act .of any par- 


prian, Ep.z0, Ox:Ed. p.56. dem exim ticular Church conformable to the 


omnes eredimur cperati, in quo deprehen- Inſtitutions of our Saviour, and ' 


aimur eadem omnes cenſure, & diſcipline Py : : 
F '" univerſally received praCtice of 


Ita etiam argumentatur 3&im Clerus ls Church ſtands confirmed as an 
Rom. aiv. Martionem xcommuricatum & - ' 6k « JE 
© z-: ACF of the. whole Church.  Parti- 


_ Patre ſus, & ab tis non rereptumgin S.Epi- 


ay oy [1.T poof + 303- Par. 'cularly Whoever 15 admitted into 
It. s E "— the | . . 
19x mp.” meer x ___ it accordingly by Baptiſm in one 
51g, K mie ii oatvotery RC. | place is to be accounted a member 
Syneſius Epiic.5 8. p. 263.-4e-cerſwa in of the Church Catholick, and re- 
Anaronictin, Thoantem.& eorum conſortes, FC 6 Ly, * WIWOT oo 
Ns Gs wrgmnimy Smrxobaxies CEIVED into its Communion where: 
F txxAnoiev; x, N-eru Tvs amoaptxres eyer he comes, it no. eviden&. ap- 


| EuTHc, i529 ous F xtAnGey iv way errof his excluſion by any alter 


ers £1) Graerw, _ , | by : 4 
Xeu5vs 19 : ns, regular Cenſure. Likewiſe into 


whatever Office, or Miniſtration any. are orderly ad. 


| acknowledged in all others, though without that pat- 
ticular Juriſdiction which they had in their own. But 
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maintamed in the Church of Bngland. - 9 
whoſoever lies under any Cenſure in one Church, he : | 
is to be ſuppoſed under the fame in all others, and 
not to be received into Communion till the Sentence be 
reverſed by the ſame Power, or a {till higher, and: grea- 
ter Authority ; according to the Fifth Canon of the 
Council of Nice, and the deſign of their form'd, and com- 
municatory Letters, without which none were to paſs 
from one Church to another. Thus every. Church is 
accquntable to'its Neighbour Churches, . and fo to the 
whole. Church: for its ACftions, that one-may not do, 
what the- other undoes, without any regard to this Uni- 
ty, which would lead to the confuſion and, diſtrattion 
of. all. Wherefore to put an-end to ſuch-differences 
whey riſen, or obviare any growing miſchief thereby, 
and to receive Appeals from perſons who think them- 
ſelyes aggrieved, or injured by their own Biſhop or 


Church, a Council of all Biſhops in each Province is_ 
appointed twice inthe year by the ſame Canon, and in 


many 'others., But there was no'/mention then of any _ , 
farther,.or higher Appeal. . (4) Thus an amicable cor- (3) 5: Oye 


x ir ent : Anto® 
reſpondence, and.intimate communication was main- —_— _ 
tained between the Neighbour- Churches, and their Ox. Ed. Cun 
Governours, and by them with others removed at a [en yr 
greater diſtance throughout the world. - tum mundumin 
| | multa membra 
diviſa,item Epiſcopatus unw Epiſcoporum multorum concord numeroftate diffuſus. Er Ep-3*.P.7 7. 
Onnes enzm nos decet pro Corpore totius Eccleſia, cu per varias quaſque protincias membra di- 


,gteila ſunt excubare. 


S, Auguſt. de unitate Eccleſie, C. 12.4. 7. Pp. VE hey Neque enam quia & in orbe trrrarum 
erm ividitur,. cus in utraque parte "Cathoizea 
invenzatar ; Rcoleſine Nene? 30's of NL 


# $4 


| "Theſe need nolong proof, but may be taken as oe-" 


. nerally granted ; themain diſpute will lic in the particu-*- 
Jarapplication of: the rwo bÞft. -t no frm; EE 


_ Hilt.1,g.C-26. 


p ” : 
ht 
* 
a” 


7; *- The Wnion of the Carbolick Chaych | 
Ly ' Now to prevetit as much'as nay be all difficulties 


about rhem, it may be added-ro the third of Zn/ty of 
Worſhip, that it will be very convenient, if not abſo- 
lutely neceſſary in any ſctled eſtabliſhed- Church, thar 
there be ſome ſer Forms of publick Miniſtrations, with- 
our which it is hard for any to know before hand what 
' they joyn With; eſpecially for ſtrangers. Fay. 

But then theſe Forms ſhould be as plain, and ſimple 
as poſlible, with aslittle pretefice as can be of any dan- 
to the known Will, 'and Word of God. Foy no 
Obligation Whatſoever can tie me'to communicare 
' 4 With another in that which he forbids ; and {it will be 
' 4 pxear temptation to more than ſuſpe&t rhis datiger, 
When mens private opinions; of fancitul tranſports ate 
mingled with them, Which have little ſhew of Seri- 
\ , Þrur&orthe general praftice of the Church in all Ages 
. 1 ro juſtifio them. . {tt ns es FT Gant a oY 

'  Thereadieſt wayT know ofto- prevent that hazard, 
| after all othercare abour the matters comnintd,' is-ro -_ 

endeavour that theſe Offices be as netir alike in uf 
places as can well be, yet every difference in Judgment, | 
when no violence is 0 to the Foundation of Ca- 
l,  tholick Faith and Unity, muſt not break this Commu- 
a P. pag: Onr nion, according to that profefſion of St.Cyprizn (4a) Judg- 
Certhaginens ing no man, norexcluding him from the right of Com- 
dt baptizends munion if he thing otherwiſe ; where the diſpute was 
Mererirs.2m- thought of no mAn concern, eſpecially in this cauſe. 
eve 4 jore com- Which ( þ ) St. Angaftin oft alledges. againſt the Doxa- 
rg ſerie tiſts, that boaſted ſo much of St. Cyprians judgment 
amoventes. Againſt his declared practice. To the ſame purpolg may 
b De Bapt. adv. be applied the treatment of, (c) St. Polycarp in Rome by 
Mer fp, Anicetus the Biſhop, though .they differed about the 
ibid. © - ; timeof the-celebration of Z4fter, and mm other ' points, 
Euſeb.Ecclef. \y}1;ch could not be agreed: between them ; yet this laſt 
'motonly invited the former ro Communion with _ 
| | 3 ut 
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maintainedin the Charch of Engla os | 


but alſo-to celebrate the facredEuchariſt in his Church; 


as the words are penerally interpreted ; whieh St. /re- 


eus not long afterurges ſtrongly againſt Yifor, who 


- was haſtening to excommunicate the Afar Churches 


for the ſame difference, contrary to his: Predeceſſors 
practice, | "4 ; 


As'to the Fourth of nity of Diſcipline, if Unity of 


Government in all parts be not indiſpenſably neceſſary 


to it, yet it will be ſo far, as not to abrogate;-or irivade - 


the poſitive Inſtitutions of our Saviour himſelf hereit, 
and be more than convenient, that it be as conformable, 
as it is inour power to make it in one place, to what it 
is in another. Ir ſeems horribly preſumptuous, vie- 


lently. to thruſt out'of the Church that Government 


under the influence of which Chriftianicy hath been 
conveyed, and preſerved from the Age of the Apoſtles 
in the moſt diſtant places, upon pretence of erecting a 


* new better Scheme! or model of our own, or becauſe 


of the intricate uſe of one or two terms in Scripture, 


| When the Church was:in its firſt formation, though 
"againſt rhe plain current of it in other places, and the . 
- uninterrupted tradition of the Whole Church. A. 
Church indeed muſt be more or leſs perfe&t I g 


toits Government, for ſuitable will be the-Exercife an 


Authority of its Diſcipline. Whar allowance may be. / 
made for thoſe, who defire to come as near as they can- 
- to the Primitive Pattern, though ir be not in their 


power to reach it in many conſiderable poihts, Iam 


notnow to diſpute, But moſtinexcuſable, and highly- 
obnoxious are they, that by extreme violence, and uſur-  *' 


_ pation endeavour to deftroy whatthey found regular- 


ly eſtabliſhed to their hands. 


IT. But we are here moſt concerned with the bold - 


claims of the Romaniſts amidſt their moſt obvious De- 


It 


feftions, who haye made it the principal Band of Unity: 
| | Wo C2: fl 


%s ans I m_ 


12 —_. The Unity of the. Catholick Chyrch 

| in the Catholick Church to. be fubje& to the See of 
Rome," and the pretended Vicar of Chriſt therein, as 

the Univerſal Head, and Monarch of the Church : | 

+ . this they,have determined as de fide, and pur into their - 


Ii | very. Greed, and excluded all that doinot expreſly own | 
ij | - ONSITE. E i S4.* I 
lh * þ  Butagainſt thisas a great breach of Chriſtian Unity | 
fi | wehave many juſt exceptions, and been always ready 
ik --— = Biſbopcerle- tO prove thems (4) OO IN. 
| _ #-n ofthree. 2. In thatno evidence from Scripture appears of any 
Wh Aion. ſuch Authority conferred upon him, or them: : Bur 


Wn. com man ſtrong intimations of the contrary. The places 
L |) Paper Bepre. uſually alledged to make good their Claim are fo far 
Fi - macy. fetcht, and 1o little to their purpoſe, that they contain 
Wh 7:  alonea ſtrong preſumption againſt them, andtheir own 
|| \$ Authors ſometimes, ſpeak of them with great diſtruſt, 
We - _:*: - Hereifany where ſure we may fafely argue without 
JF daring to preſcribe Rules to the moſt High, that in a. 
= : i'j- matter of ſo great moment, had it been deſigned, ir 
111/90 | would haye been moſt explicitly delivered,and folemn- 
Cl _ ly inculcated, BN Mit 
Till 2, But that it was not, we 'haye farther evidence _. 
fromthe ſilence of *the moſt Ancient, and beſt Fathers' , * 
li of the Church herein, when they have occaſion to ex" +. 
1118 . | plain the places inſiſted on : (4)nay 
' Ti b $5, Cyprian. de {wnitate Eccleſia poſt "no | 
Iſh bca de allegata, p.107. quamvis ar, ng expounding them 0 a' 
Tk Apoſtolis mſn parem poteſtatem exib- quite different'Senſe, and diſown- 
at,&c. paulo poſt. Hoc erant utique carers  ; AT | 
Ahofiol nk, wit Petrus pars conſortio bono _—_y ſuch Authority of wn 
 preditl bonork & poteſtatis. Church, or -Biſhop over others.” 
 Jaem & alii in _ Cake And when the Roman Biſhop began -.. - 
P:229, Neque enim quiſquam nofirum Epiſ- ; : Ts . LE 
344 | open þ Aeoſaberam enfltt aut Tyr ans any thin tending towards : 1s, and | IN 
#hil . : ; * bt ; _ 
ki #ic0 _ ad obſequends neceſſitatem col- grounde his claim upon a falſly ', i 
41170 lrgas ſuos adigit. + ? | ; by Th 3 
why S. Hieron. in Epift. ad Euagriun T 2. alledged Canon of the Council of rf 
P.329.57 aathorits quaritur, orbis mojo Nice, not on any Divine Charter, - 2 
ue 


Jl eft arbe. #bicunque fuerit Epiſcopus ſve after examination, - an | 
(Rome, foe Exgubih, froe Conftantinopoli, © EY hs 


go 


 majutginedin the Church of England. — 13. 
-*þ { the Forgery,. other. Biſhops, wholly fue Rhegii, fue Alexandrie; frue Tanis, 


Ns © Q > tjuſdemmeriti, ejuſiiem eſt &> Sacerdotii. 
diſclaim it, and declare againſt-ir, mrs Fx ot paupertatis bu- 
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it, and warn him tor the furure.not militas "vel Jublimiorem, vel inferiorem 
coghſtuchcheir Regular proceedings Jnr" 9 
J ' © by ſuch, unwarrantable ractices. [Ei | 
3 (c) As the African Biſhops, and the | c Vide Zpiſt. Concilii Africani ad Boni> + © 
great St. Auſtin among themin the 4m, T: 2. p. 1670, 1674.” Concik 
caſe of Appeals. It-will be hard for _ B-5.. 7 
tm to fed any thing like an Argument, or Example 
of it within the firſt Fre Ceruries, at leaſt which was 
not diſowned, ame condemned by the reſt-of the 
Church, unleſs from ſuch forged Writings, which they 
themſelves will ſcarce now defend, Fel 
3- Inthe tollowing Ages we have as good Teſtimo- 
ny from Hiſtory as almoſt in any other matter of fat, 
by what ſteps, and in what. manner , this {till growing T 
power of the Church and Biſhop of Rome advanc'd it F_ 
ſelf to the height which it now claims:(d) | d See D.Caves 
1. By Uſurpation upon the Rights of other Churches, — 
every degree of exa{tation gained being the depreſſion Church Go- 
and diminution of them, till all power was in a manner os wt 
ſwallowed up by the Papal ambition, and none left to _— 
any other, which was not dependant hereupon in its ment of the 
original, and altogether precarious in its adminiſtrati- Church or 
on. So that here alone it muſt be immediately derived years. 
from Chriſt, bur to all others by Commiſſion trom him. 
Thus in the choice of the chief Governours of the -- 
Church all muſt await his. conſent, and confirmation, 
whete he does not alone forcibly obtrude them, and ' 
mult pay for it a round ſum for an acknowledgment at 
their entrance, and an after tributary. Penſion-out of 
their income, and takea formal Oath of ſubje&tion at | | 
their admittance, and own their own Authority from _ 
his delegation, and be liable to pals. Sentences ; 
reverſed at his pleaſure,and flee as far aMhis Judicatory, 
4 | | EEE: © 


Y + 


%s pe $:-S 4 


T4 Pe Hit of heCathblitk Church 
. and ſtand to thetrial of ir,” when he'is pleaſed to call 

i * any cauſe tothimſelt.- Nay, if a Comtroverſie ariſe be- 
= | 4ween him and. any Prince;-or State, the whole King- 
fn _  domor Nationſhall ie ar oneeunder his Zterditf, the .* 
= #+Fj- - Clergy be with-held fromthe exerciſe of their Fun&ti- ©: 
Wo + - * ©. -- ON, andrhe People from the benefit of Publick Divine' 

bh Worſhip and Sacraments: Of thefe and fuch like 
etieCts of the plenitude of Apoſtolick Power ſo much © 
ralkt of lately, rity woutd do well*to ſhew us afly' 
Thing like a Plea from” Scriprure or Antiquity within” 
_ the Pounds foremenrioned, or for {Tine Apes after in; 

the greater part : certainly ſo great a change could not 

be £cffteted withour ſome notice and complaints, 


&n- ſtruglings and contentions, of which Church Hiſtory --: 
'# | | if _ ICLATL. "y TY "424 PHI HELL! | 3 J 
Ul ; Fo Their early Faxh ſpoken of throughout the world in 
will - > _ © $t. Pauls time. , Theeminent Zeal of rhe firſt Biſhops 
11788 _ *.,_, of thar Church, moſt of whom, if we may. credit the . 
It * _- ” account generally received of them, ſealed'ro'the former 
il ._ 7 With their bloud. © Their continued conſtancy in rhe 
Ji . ._ Orthodox Profeſſion thereof amidſt the corruptions or 2: 
_ [7 - | defe&tions of ſo many others, particularly in the time 
| -. of the: Arrian Perſecution. . The concurrent opinion 
| h '- - * of theFoundartion of their Church being laid by the _ . 
. = '__ twochief Apoſtles Sr. Peter and St. Paul; and theho- 


* nour of the Imperial Seat wherein they were pla« 

* ced, &c. gave them great repute, and adyantagious 
' recommendation. in thoſe firſt Ages. None will much © 7 
contehd with them about priority of Order or Precc- 

| dence. But . when-+the preheminence of the firſt 

th , Biſhopcame to be improved into a Patriarchate, and 

| | 4 $.Gree.lib.g, FDAt felled into the the Title of the Univerſal Biſhop, 

Regiſt, Ep.z2. Which (a).St. Gregory ſo ſeverely condemned: in the 


| ſ _ Abſit a cordt- ON , __ ; <> 
ji ; Toa ph dy rol zomes iſtud blaſpheae in quod omnium $Sqcerdotum boxgr adimitus dum ab 


ano febi dementsr arrogatury KC, Et alibi in Epiſt« paſſim, RR 
$0 2 TN Biſbop ' ol 


et 


IIS SIDED 


ern obrne 


EI inn nn ve 
= _——eme ne 


0 1 A Ba v4 acae 


== 


—_ 


Fs _ - 
Mg 7 6 RH BE ST . 
: w "4 SS, Y " 
a AS Tab&Aayy - 4 RY TO. 3 . 
i= AY preg j; AL 20% F4 J "WIS | « y 4 + p 
5 5 " $: beds : & II * Fg. . 
F? SES 0 NR 


P 


F — ——— 
4 - » 
| | ——_ - - 


oO 
4 * b i, 4 4 r "I. T L y, 
" IST AeRy-4 5 5 @F * 4 - v Lb MS 
= Q LE "7 "4 AF? 4 Ws. af I/554 » 1 
EO LE ITO ON RTTY CS Se RITES 
5 \ 


p 


_ncdinndidelt3n the Clinch of England. 


Biſhop of Comftantinople, and-thatat laſt grew into the 


ſtile of the fole Yricar of Chriſt, and Soveraign: Monarch 
of the wholeChureh:when theinterpolition of &Fricnd- 
ly, and Brotherly Arbitration, which all perfons'indi- 
frts; ovunder the apprehenſions of injury are-apt to 


fleeunto, and amplifie, made way by degrees for the 


chalfcage of an ordinary Juriſdidtion, and that at firſt 


om che ence of Candvical priviledge to that Divine 
Right and Sandtion,: and! then” to'prevent_. all {cruple |, : 
abour its determinations. theſe muſt be back'd 'with - — 
the vindication of an infallible conduct: When inſtead - 
of that charitable fupporc they art firſt readily beſtow- 


edoor other Churches in their diſtreſs, they now made 
ule of this power to rob ther of whit was left, raking 


The advantage of the -poverty; and oppreſſion of fome 
under the Common Enemy, or the confuſion of others 


through -Domeſtick diſtra&tions,to raiſe themſelves out 


. of their | ſpoils; then no wonder if other Churches 
complain, and ſtruggle under; thar yoke; Which they 


- 


evuld not preſently, or eaſily throw off; *® 255 
... Indeed, had not this claim of the Church and Bi- 


 'ſhopof Rome riſen to fuch an extravagant heighr iin the 
arrogance of its: pretended Title, and - been ſtreined . 


to that exceſs in the exerciſe of its aſſumed Authority 3 
ſoas not to-leayeit'in the powet :6f-other Churches t6 


| take all duc and neceſſary care of their own members, 
or provide for them all needful fupplies, theſe might 
' more eaſily have born their uſurpation of more:power 

- than ever they conld'prove belonged*to them.” - They 


that havelearnt-the Humility of Chriſts'Sch661,' and 


who are more \concern'd'to - perform their Duty than 
vindicate their Privilege, and know how much fafer it '' 
. ts to obey: than command, and caſter to-be Governed | 
-than« to\Goveriz, will aor* be much 'moyed- at what © - + 
_ cthars-fondly' affime;kKiowing: {till oaatg; 7s 2. 
-CUIGH © ES .: - _ difticutt 


, _— 
# 
» 


difficult account awaits them, But thea. this Power 
became moſt intolerable. when it was made vle of. to 


, " £7 


| : the, formerz,/, !., 
i | - : 2+, The weaknin 5 

a Cracanthory's and difebing the ivil Rights of mgN. . (a) Although 
defence of - gur bleſſed Saviour aflured. Pilate: his. Kingdom was-not 


and epain& of thigworld, yer. his pretended Vicarhere on carch can 
the Popes hardly fay1o : for beſide; the 'Tempozal Dominiots 


nary, unto which be: hath; entitled himſelf a Sovereign 


£ , 
»# 4a << * 


this ſide of the'world in; which he hath not;) or had 
ngtalmaſt as great a ſhare of the Government; agtheir 
immediate . Princes; at leaſt fo. far. as: to'-prefcribe 


Latet tf - 


meaſure all Laws, and perſons to his Foreign Courts, 
i '  Juriſdi&tion, and Decrees, yea, their Purſes to his Ex- 
Sy: . aftions.;,and' upon the leaft -diſpyre hath withdrawn 
Þ {o great. a number ofhis immediate dependants, who 
carce own any;other;Governours, and-raiſed ſo many 
diſtyrbances,' that' great Princes'and States have been 
forced arlaſt to yield, Not to mention the Arrogance 


bit - Their, Kingdoms.tq others, authorizing, theip Subjects 
11608 -  torebel againſtcheny, orall ways to oppoſe:them, and 
q what oft tollows,- if 'not expreſſed, to murder them : 


| bourPrinces. ,*,... 


- P a4 


-- Bpt beforp, much of this may bedeen in,che long.con- 


1; SELLS! (} 
4 THE of j 


particularly, Henry the Third, and Fourth, and the 


[448 b $igenius de 'Af no Keeber blo wenn : 
1" ——_ roy thors (5.) Alſo to go no farther, their various Con 


ſ'  -andallother teſts, with ſeveral, of, our; Kings; eſpecially. Her : the 


that time. Parlia- 


purppſesfo much worſe than it ſelf, which -were beſide . 


CAT FEOTIETIIT A VIE NS gt, 
of the power,of Temporal Princes, 


Prince, there are few other Kingdoms, or States on” 


bounds ro.rheir Adminiſtrations, -and ſubje& in great  . 
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It a Jeng gre up unto indethroning Princes; giving - 


|| [RE as in their late. Sentence againſt ſome of our- Neigh- 
1618 . / ; ; ? Hh ( : - 


tentiqns, between ſome, of, the; Weſtern Emperouts, | 


Popes, as we have them deſcribed in their own Au- | 


[ ' Hiſtorians of Secoudand the almoſt coptinual complaints in all our . 2 
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 maintamed in the Church of England.” 
Parliaments before the Reformation of the encroach- 
ments made by them upon the Civil Rights of Prince 
and Subyett .by yexatious and chargeable Suits and 
Appeals as far as Rome ; by Inſolencies and divers Ra- 
pines committed under the ſhelter of rheir proteCQtion, 
and defended from due puniſhment, and by tlicir ex+ 
travagant Extortions, &c. abundantly prove. - 


- Now though theſe Ubtpavions grew by degrees, | 
| erent manner according to ' 
the condition of thoſe they had to. do with, or the tem- - 


and: werepractifed in a di 


per of him'that managed them ;. yet they muſt needs 
ſeem more or leſs grieyous to all, when power ,ſuffi- 


cient was not left to the reateſt [Monarchs to. defend 


themſelves, or prote& their Subje&ts, preſerve the 


' peace, or promote the welfare, and provide forthe 


ſecurity of their own Countries. 'Then no marvel if 
ſome of . them grow : weary of ſo inſupportable op- 
preflions; and at laſt take courage to grapple with, and 
extricate themſelves from ſuch mnanifefk | 
upon their own, and the PO Rights, -as well 
asthe Eccleſiaſtical of the Church in their Dominions, 


.' and be forced to ſome harſh and almoſt violent me- 


rhods, when the. more gentle and. benign could preyail 
nothing. | WE. | 


3- But beſide theſe more publick Invaſions upon . 
Church and State, that which made the Uſurpation | 


more odious and inſufferable was the farther abuſe of 


. the ſame extravagant power to bring. in ſtrange and 
dangerous Dodtrines, corrupt, and unlawful practices 


into the Church, and impoſe them upon all in their 


: Communion,cxatly fitted to feed their Ambition, en- 


rich their Coffers, ſecure their Authority,and promote 


. their eaſeand Luxury. Such of the firſ? ſort are their 
. Doctrine, of Tranſubſtantiation, and. Purgatory, of 
| Mcrit, and Supererogatiog, the multiplicity of Vows, 


and 


A 


encroachments 
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4 yeFtuol of the Cath Church 


- and deluſions iti the Principles 6f- Repentance, and 


x4” 


' Pretences, or however t 


J 
an 


miniſtration of Penance. Of the latter or? are the 


”Inyocation of "Saints | arid An els; Adoration of Re- 
. liques and Imapes, their” halt Communion, the Scri- 
pture' lockt up, and Divine Service performed inan un- 


known tongue, &c. | | 
Theſe and divers like them have proved great Scan- 
dalsabroad, and ſtumbling blocks at home, and whart- 
ever varniſh' they may pe upon them by the faireſt 
er they may caſt a miſt before the 
eyes of their Diſciples' by nice diſtinctions, yet they 


\. havefo disfigured the face of Chriſtianity, that he who 


- compares the late appearances of it inthe world-with 
the modetof'it laid down in Scripture, or the Records 


a the Primitive Charch, - can hardly believe it the ſame - 
- thing Ws 


But the particulars are not hereto be diſputed, they 


have ſufficiently been confuted. and expoſed by Prote- 
befor excepted . 


ſtant Writers, and were by ſeveral 
againſt, and difclaimed, though ſome ſuffered ſeverely. 


 forſo doing, and many more. we may ſuppoſe waited 


an opportunity to free themſelves from their preſſure. 
That which T am now moſt to inſiſt upon is this, that 


' if the charge we draw up againſt theſe of falſhood in 


aus pros groſs Superſtition or Idolatry in Worſhip, 
E 


againſt all the Actifices of the Defendants ; Then no 


Authority- whatever, however regularly: founded, or, 


unexceptionably conyeyed,can oblige us rotheſe,apaihſt 
the revealed Will, or Word of God, the Diftates' of 


_ our Conſciences, as we hopecarefully, and rightly in- 


' Apes. | 


formed; theſenſe and reaſon of mankind, "and the Be- 


4 - 


 immorality in'manners, be; true and impartial, as 
. we have been ever ready to make pood, and: ſhall do 


lief and praCtice of the Church in the firſt arid pureſt #7 


Greater | 
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'.”- TV. Bur kaving others to anſwer for themſelves,” in 
my next particular Tam to conſider how regularly, and 
ſedately iriproceeded in the Church ,of Engjand within 


Grearer eaſe was there to endeavoyr, by all lawful 
meansto throw off ſuch an. uſurped Power, that'made 


foilluſe of whatit had ugjulily gorten,.. and toreſtore 
'. Religion to its primitive beauty in Doftring, Worſhip, 
* and Precepts of Life, { bg of 


Butalas many difficulties lay. in the way of its ac- 
complifhment, and all poſſible ruglings, and contenti- * 
ons by-force and policy were uſeg by the adverſe Party 
to prevent -its beginning,or obruct ir Progreſs. Great 
was their Intereft.in overy'place z; Strong-was the influ-- 


_ ence they had upon perſons in Authority ; Numerous 


were their Afſiſtants' and. Nependants-.at home and 
abroad ; Weighty-was their concern which lay atſtake,  - 
and many were the advantages Which they had of any . 
that oppoſed them: So that no; wonder it aReforma- 
tion ſo long wiſht fqr, and much-wanted were ſo ſlow- 


lyefte&ted. Iris rather more ſtrange that in fo many 
places it did maſtet theſe and -fuch like encumbrances, 
and-in fo ſhort a.time made fo,conſiderable a progreſs. 


b 


 If-in-ſome places-ir pracceded-with!lefs Qtrder, Uni- 
-formity, -and Calmnels than could have been wiſhr for 
in a Religious Reformation, Neceflity in-part, -with 
- many perplexed difficulties and encumbrances, may 
in ſome meaſure excuſe what no Law before-hand fully 


Y [7 


*the boundsof Catholick-Unity. 


- 7. 'With the concurrence, and encouragement All 
along of the Supreme Power to;free it from any but 


+ -ſuſpicion of Rebellion. So it began art firſt with the 
; breaking of the Papal yoke of Supremacy,the. Tranſla- 
-tion' of the Bible, and ſome. like preparatives -to Re- 
formation under Henry the Eighth, and the wunted- 


 Suffrages: 


wv 


"The Witty of the Catholick Church ++ 
Suftrages of his Parliaments, and the Biſhops them- * 
ſelvestherein. It proceeded ſuitably'to a further em- 
provement in: moſt particulars. under his Son Zdward 
the Sixth. And at laſt-it came to its full ſettlement and 
eſtabliſhment under Queen Elizabeth. The begintiin 
and carrying on of the Reformation here was by ſuc 
loyalty of Principles, and Praftices that we challenge 
any Church in the World to a Compariſon therein. 
-Indeed this was ſo notorious, that her Roman Adyer- 
faries have turned” her Glory into a Reproach by up- 
braiding her, though moſt invidiouſly ,with the name of 
a Parliamentary Religion; becauſe. it received all ajong 
fo much countenance-and aſfiſtance from thoſe great 
Aſkmblies of all the three Eltates of the Kingdom un. 
dertheir Head and Sovyercign- 0 oo 1 

2.' But farther toclear her of all-juſt imputation from 
hence, it muſt be added that the whole work was car- 
ried on with the advice, and. mature - deliberation _ 7 

.-of the Clergy aflembled in Convocation, repreſenting == 
the intire body of them, and therein a National Coun- 7 
cil. That they from their. Education, and prefumed | 
Knowledge, as well as from rheir Office, and Eccleſi- 
aſtical Anthority are ordinarily fitreſt rojudge, debate, . 
and determine- of Religious' matters, will be ſoon _ 
granted : Bur that the Civil Power may, and ought 
ſometimes to remind them of their Duty, and reſtrain 
them from groſs DefeCtions from it, may be proved by 
ſeveral Scripture Examples in the Old Teſtament, and 
the Supereminence of their place. | But happy is that 
Order and Unity in which both Powers are joyned to- ' 

ether for the ſervice of God, the ſecurity of his 
hurch, and promotion of his -true Religion,. as it- 
was here: though ir could not be expected bur the 
firſt atrempts would meer with ſeyeral difficultics,flerce 
Debates, and Controverſies, yet {kill the entire clla- 
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- maintained inthe Church of England. L 
bliſhment was ratified by the regular determination of 
the Clergy fo aſſembled as before, as well as was aftcr 
confirmed by the Royal Allent. OO 


3. Yer farther to juſtifie themſelyes from any afteted ' 
innovation in ſuch a change, all was done with the: 
grcateſt Reverence, Reſpect, -and, 'Deference - to the - 


AncientChurch to clear their continued Unity there- 
_ _L- Ini Dodrine; The ancient Creeds, were taken for 
the foundation of its Confeſſion, the four firſt General 
Councils are received with great 05 
Veneration, and a particular (a) In- 


. : colltgerints - 
tions. of the Fatters thereupon, ©" 


So careful it hath been in all points. to keep within the | 


bounds-of Catholick Principles, in thoſe firſt inſtilled 
into its young Diſciples in the Catechiſm, and 'in 
thoſe: delivered in its Articles to. be ſubſcribed by 
ſuchto whom it entruſts any Office, that the pofitzve 
part of them will hardly be difowned by our very Ad- 
verlaries,: and can ſcarce appear otherwiſe to any, than 
the common Faith of all Chriſtians of Orthodox repute 
inall Ages. And 'for other determinations in the: Ne- 
ve ſhe only declares-thereby how. little concerned 


$ 


lie is to receive or own the falſe or corrupt additions 
to. the firſt unalterable Rule. No Church hath pro- 


 fefſed andevidenced a more awful and tender regard to 
Antiquity next to: the expreſs Word of God. Both 
- which ſhe oft ” to, deſires to be rul:d by; and 
Where their foot 
not to impole uponher own Children, . nor cenſure her 
Gln RW DAR, min met nn a 


eps are nor ſufficiently clear, chooſes 


_ arniibro Canonum in Synodo _ 
. , | , x 4 < nenſs, an. i 571+ titulo de Concionatoribus, = 
Jun{tion was laid upon its Miniſters rayrinis videbuxt ne quid unquan do= + 


ro preſs - upon none the neceſſary ceant pro concione, quod a populo- reli 
- | x gioſs teneri, Ercreds wilint, - niſs quod 
beliek of; any Doct rine, but what  ;,jerteren fit dofirine Vettris of No- 
may be proved from Scri cure, and vi teſtamenti, quodque ex illa ipſa dottri= 
the general current of the Expoli- ue Catholick;Patres, & veterts Epiſcops | 


21 


* rc o_d 
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The Unity of the Catholick Church | 
Neighbours; keeps within the moſt fafe, and modeſt 


| boundaries; is not forward in determining nice | and 


- forward tolay down, and fiercely contend for, on each 
| ſide,their private opinions herein as the firſt Rudiments 


OY 


_ 


intricate diſputes, which have perplexed and confound: ' 
ed many in their haſty and bold Poſitions, particularly. 
about the Divine Decrees, and fuch hke ſublime Points, 
| In which few underſtand where the main ſtreſs of the 


Controverſic lies ; It may be none can comprehend 
the depth of the matters upon which the Decifion 
ought to be grounded. But alas how many have been 


of Theology, to be placed in their very Creeds or Ca- 
techiſms, and ſoa foundation muſt be laid for endleſs 
Conteſts and Diviſions? But moſt- cautious: hath' our 
Church been in nor laying fucks occaſions to fall 5n 
the way of any: So that both forts of Adverfaries 


: have made theit complaints againſt her for 'not-be- 


ing more poſitive, and particularly in fuch iDecfara- 


tions, though none can charge her - = re 


in any point of Faith foown'd in the-be 


Apes ofthe 
Church. _. W251 


2. As clear, and unexceptionable hath been her pro- 
eceding in Church Government, preſerving that form, | 
which from all Teſtimonies of Antiquity hath-continu- 


ed in the Church from the very Apoſtles, under the 
condutt, and happy Influence of which Chriſttaniry 


| hath been propagated, and continued throughout the +2 
wcrld,. whatever different meaſures ſonie other Re- * 


formed Churches have taken, whether forced by ne- 
ceſſity, 6r ſwayed by particular inclination, or pre- 
judice, , The Church of Z»gland kept up the univer- 
fally reccived diſtin cine Orilers of Biſhops, Prieſts, 


'and Deacons : not deſiring to cenſure others, who. can 


beſt anſwer for themſelves, but endeavouring to con- 
finc her ſelf ro what was moſt Canonical, and Regular, 


* - 
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Z ©  fromany eſtabliſhment, except in notorious corrupti- 


_- 


maintamed in the Church of England. FO 23 
and to ſhew, how little affe&ed ſhe was to alteration * 


onsand abuſes : 'And how neceſſary ſhe thought due 
Ordet' and-Subordination m'the Church to prevent - 
Schiſms and Hereſies, and to pive the-greater Autho- » { 
rity and advantage to her Miniſtrations ; and finally” 
| to free her ſelf from all ſuſpicion .of irregularity in her 
Succeſſion, derived down from Chriſt and his Apoſtles, - 
which ſhe,. as much as any Church in the World, may - 
etend-unto. And though ſome intermediate Ages | 
ave been blemiſhed with much degeneracy, yet the 
' was concerned only to ſeparate this, bur retain, and 
convey down to others whatſoever good and wholſom 
eovilion ſhe received from thofe betore: - pm 
Farther, to evince this, particular care was taken T | 
expreſs Law ( a) to confirm the Rules of Government, * Se< theSta- 


| PR Wy" wy rure 25 of Hen-:. 
or Canon Law before received in the Church rill ſome ; the Eighth, | 


better proviſion could be made fo far as.it contradicts cap-19-Se&,7. 


not the Law of the Land,or the Word of God ; making (X9efY revi= 


: RE OR ved LEliz,C.18 
as few changes in the outward face of- the Church as ſeas. K 


- was poſlible, and ſenſibly proving it her deſign pro: : 
perly not to deſtroy, but build, nor yet therein to erect ' 
a new, but reform an old Church.- | | 
- 3. Alike Canonical, and orderly hath been her 
Conſtitution in matters of Worſhip. Her Forms of 
Prayer and Praife with the whole order of her Liturgy 
arc compoſed with the greateſt remper, and expreſſed 
in the moſt plain and comprehenſive terms to help for- 
ward uniform Deyotion, pious Aﬀettion, the moſt 
Orthodox Profefſion,. and Catholick Communion. So- 
that I think ir may be univerſally affirmed;that there is 
nor any thing required in her publick Service neceſlary_ 
to thoſe who tommunicate with her, which any thar: 
own the nameof Chriſtians; or are own'd for ſuch by 
the general body of them, can almoſt jcruple: unleſs 
| rr RY becauſe 


2 


24: - : The Unity of the Catholick Church 
Il ' ©. becauſe it is a Form, by one ſort, 'and becauſe it 
is ours by another fort. Bur how unreaſonable herein 
are both 2. So carcful ſhe hath been to.lay the ground 

of moſt Catholick Unity , and'to remove whateyer 

|. —_ might obſlruCt ir. | | | 
Flt | "This our Adverſaries the Romaniſts confirmed by 
/!. theirown practice, when for ſeveral years, as we have 
| aceniini been told. (a) in the-beginning of Queen Elizabeths 
wind Reign, they trequented our Churches, joyn'd in our 
Prayers and Praiſes, attended -on our Sermons and 

LP | other InſtruCtions, -and received ( as ſome add.) our 
Wh - Sacraments, according to'the order for ſubſtance the - 
11 BAT ſameas now, and had it is like done ſo ſtill, having * 
4 | : nothing toobjeCt againſt them: but from the after-pro- 


hibition of the Pope, who had reaſon to. fear they.who . 
were ſo well provided of all needful.ſupply, and de- 
- fence at home might thus by degrees be withdrawn 
from ſubjeCtion to his Authority =_— ;-that darling 
2 point never to bediſpenſed, or parted with, whatever 
b candeni | . elfe might have been yielded (5.) [IDE HR: 
Elizan. 1560 Our Reformers who compoſed our Liturgy carefully 
collected the remainders of true Primitive Devotion 
then in uſe, and ſeparated from them all thoſe corrupt 
. additions, which ignorance, ſuperſtition, and crafty 
policy had mixed therewith. Theretore it is fo far 
: from being an obyeCtion, that any part of our.Liturgy 

: was anllind from the Roman Offices, that while no- 

- thing is retained contrary to wholſom Dottrine,.and 
ſound Piety, it is a convincing argument of her impar- 
tial Sincerity, and deſire to preſerve Uniformity, as 
much as poſlible, with all Chriſtians broad, as well as . 

at home in her own Members : ſecuring all the Subſtan-  : 
J.'! tials of Worſhip according to the plain ſenſe of Scri- 
||| - 'Prure, and the pattern of. the Primitive” Church. 
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maintained im the Church of England. © 25 
And as to Circumſtantials and Ceremonies, ſhe is ſen- 

ſible wheri they are roo numerous how apt they are to 
darken the inward, and more eſſential luſter ot Religi- 

on, and provea Burden inſtead ot a Reliet'to its Wor- 

ſhip, which ſhe takes notice (c)St. Auga/tin complain'd: — to 

of in his time : But have ſince fo encreaſed in the Ea- _—_— gnnoany 

ſtern, as well as Weſtern Churches, that ic muſt argue ceramg Cer.- 

a greataw to make rhe Service look like any thing ſe- — 

rious and Sacred. However this number a'one,whers tithed. 

the particulars are not otherwiſe obnoxious, tempts 
ſome to ſpend all their zeal therein, and diverts them 
trom things more ncceſlary, or gives too much occaſi- 

on to others to quarrel about them. Yet withal being .. 

apprehenſive how needful it would be to maintain Or- | 

der, and Decency, She hath kept ſome, though very 

few, and thoſe, moſt plain, and unexceptionable in . 
their nature, moſt ſignificative of the end tor which | 
they were appointed, and moſt ancient, and univerſal }. = 

/in their Inſtitution, and praftice, hinted.n the title of | 
our Liturgy as it is changed from the former. And ro 
prevent all differences hereabour, ſhe hath expreſſed 

her-ſenſe of them fo clearly, and explicitely, that one 
would think no peeviſh obſtinacy had room to inter- 
pole a (cruple however, the event hath proved. 

Thus abundantly hath the Church of England vin- 

_ dicatcd her Reformation from all pretence of Apoſta- 7 

cy from the True, Ancient, Catholick,. and Apoſto- 

' hck Church, and ſhewed in all inſtances how careful 
ſhe hath been 7o preſerve the Unity of -the-Spirit in the 
bond of peace with all the Members thereof. Nor hath 
ſhe been wanting in any reſpect or reverence duc thicre- 
unto. No Church being more cautious, and ſparing 
in its determinations, more Canonical in its Impoſiti- 

_ ons, more Regular in its Succeſſion, and more charita; 
be in its Cenſures: making all necetſary proviſion for 
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her own Children fo within+ the bounds of Catholizk._ _ - 
| Unity, that had other Churches obſerved the like me- 


moms METERS, Xe dA IAQPS FUCLTNY: 
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b St. Auguilt. adv. Epl Þ Manich.T.6. fices, And as (6) IA Auguſtin * 


The Unianof the Cathalick Church oy "us 


thod, or meaſures, way had been made for 4nuniver- 
fal conſent; (a) and . every true 


a Tsm g ny mV ixzanc\e; 70 kas- hk as | . 
onua 3n Sad i megimey # ammptng 3 Chriſtian where ever he came 
7 micgms wnggis ovpCoraiors knees Would have found his own Church 


Cores 0145 bens inuhnoias Hap yhorewith to communicate with- 


\ . 


out heſirancy. in all. Religious Qt 
ſcrved. in his time, he would have 
F needed bur ro enquire for the'Ca- 
tholick Church, and no.Schiſmatick, would have dared 
ro divert him to their Conventicles. | 4 

But if after the confuſions, and diſorders of ſo ma-. 


"ny Centuries amidſt ſuch a depraved ſtate by corrupt 


TI . 


a YF 


| before the Reformation, or that time 2 


manners, diycrſities of opinion, and perp:ext. In- 
tereſts, ſo great a happineſs be not to be hoped for 
now: that private perſon, or particular Church: will 
clear themſelves before God, and all good men, that.. 
do what is in their power towards it, and pray to ' 
Him to amend what they cannot change; and in the 
mean time make the beſt uſe of what means they 
enjoy. MEA | 

Upon which Premiſes an eaſie Sojution is given to 
the old cavilling queſtion, Where was your Church 


We anſwer,Juſt whereit is: Thereby no newChurch 


_ wasſer up ; no new:Articles of Faith brought in; no 


new Sacraments;no new order of Prieſthood to miniſter 
in holy things : all which would have indeed required 
new Miracles, and a new immediate Authority from 
Heaven fo atteſted : only the old were purged from 


, mpurities in Dofrine, Worſhip, and Practice, which,. 
in paſſing through ſo many degenerate Ages,they had 


contracted, and that an ordinary Power might ſuffice 
| | "6 'ro 


Lg > 
"%% 


maintainedin the Church of England. 
todo. If we were in the Catholick- Church before, 
we are ſoſtil], 'and hope, to better purpole, Wearc 
not therefore out of it,” becauſe their raſh Cenkures 
© have excluded us and then they unreaſonably take ad- 
vantage to argue againſt, us trom their own at: We 
never formally ſhut” them our what ever they haye 
done tous. | f | | 
What degrees of corruption in Faith or Manners 
may be conſiftent with the bare being of a Church, orc 


the poſſibility of falvation therein, is needleſs and dan- 
gerous for us-nicely to enquire : it may be impoſlible 


for us to know. I am ſureit is moſt ſate-for us to re- 
form what we know to be amils, and to leave thoſe 
who do not, .tofl 

is a very ill requi 


zital of-our Charity if it be turned in- 


and or fall by their own Maſter, Ir * 


to a weaponot offence to wound, or ſlay us,by that by 


which we ſhewed our deſire of their Cure;But they and | 
we muſt ſtand another trial, and await a final infalli-. 


ble Sentence, which ours here cannot change, The 


. beſt ſecurity that we know to meet it with comfort will 
be co uſe the molt ſtrict impartiality with our ſelves, : 


and the greateſt Charity to others. 


* os % 


Yer our Adverſaries glory in nothing more than in 


the name of the Catholick Church, and boaſt in no Title 


ſomuch as that of Catholicks, which hath had deſerved- 


| Ty ſogreat veneration in all Antiquity. 


Burt their claim here truly examined will prove as. 
fallacious and arrogant as in any other-inſtance. For: 


che term Catholick it we reſpe&t the notation .of the 
word, or the moſt conſtant. ule of it, is the ſame as 


. Univerſal, and fo joyned. to the Church ſignifies the 


general Body of all Chriſtians 'difperſed thoughour 
the-World, oppoſed to any diſtin Party, or ſeparate 
eas OT 1 


- 
S»- 


1 Bs + © Tha 


. Fe : 
2 | : 


.S Auguſt. de #1itate Fcclifee, C 2. T7. 


p.510. Qu.ſtio cert inter nos verſatur 
i fit Eccleſea, utrum apud nos, an apud 
#405s,que witque un eſt, quam majores r0- 
tri Catholicam nominarunt, ut ex to ipſo 
romine oſtenderent, quia per totum' eff, 
Toi4.c.z p.5 14. brijts Etcleſia Canonic.ie 
rum Sctiptwarum Diulns & certiſſims 
tellimoniss in omnib « Ger.tibus deſegnata 
ef. Et-C.4.ab ej 15 corpore quod eft Eccle- 
4 ita diſ].ntinit, ut corum- communis non 

. fit cu toto, quicung it 'iffurds: ur, ſedin 
aliqud parte ſeparata. invematiur, maniſe- 
ſtun eſt tos non effe in Eccleſsr Catholic. 
Et C.12. p.$33- al 'ud Evangelizat qui pt- 
rife dicit de c.etero mundo Eccleſiam, & 
in parte Donati, in. ſo:a Africa remanſiſſe. 
T1tm de fide & ſymbolo, in cam partem de 
Eccleſia Catholica, T.3. p-149. Heretich 
de Peo falſa ſentiendo ipſam fi em violant, 
Shiſmatich. autem dſcifhhonibus iniquis a 
frateraa Caritat: diffiliunt, quapropter nec 
Hertticus pertinet ad Ecclefiim .Catholi- 
cam, que diligit Deum, nec SchiJmaticus 
quoniam diligit proximun. |. 


The Unity of the Catholick Church 


"EY 


94s 


Thus we figd it conſtantly ap- 
plied by . St. Auguftin in all his 
Tracts againſt the Donati/ts, and fo 
oppoſed ro them who went abour 
to ſhut it up within rheir own Par- 
ty, and fireirned Communion ; 
therein too cloſely imitated by our 
Adverſaries, who, in ſpite of name 
or thing, make theſame incloſures 
abour the Carholick as about the 
Roman Church, and are as free in 
their ſevereſt cenſures of all others, 
and as haughty in what they af- 
ſume to themſelves alone as they 
were, though not proceeding 
upon the ſame grounds. But what 
that holy-Father every where prel- 
ſeth upon them reacheth as nearly 
our Antagoniſts; the indiſpenſable - 


neceſſicy of Charity, that great bond of Unity in the 


Church, and principal evidence of the Divine Spirit, 
which animartes the whole, without which the higheft 
gifts, and moſt Sacred Miniſtrations are rendred in- 
efftetual. This is one of the prime CharaCteriſtick 
notesof the true Catholick Church, and every living 
Member thereof, and nothing is more oppoſite to their 
Principles aud PraCtices, who have formally excluded 
all other Chriſtians and Churches from any ſhare 
therein;-not only thoſe in the Weſt, that have deſer- 
vedly caſt off that power, which they had unjuſtly ar- 
rogated, and tyrannically exerciſed, but alſo rhe Greeks, 


and others int 
to them. 


e Eaſt, that neyerowned any ſubjeCtion 


Bur moſt ſecurely may the Charch of England glory 
in true Catholiciſm, which to all her vther priyileges, 


and 


*þ . ted for that which holds the Catho- "#*: 


woiutiined in the C burch of ' England. 


and advantat es that ſhe may boaſt; of above almoſt 


any otheri Church, ſtill maintains, and evidences the 


preateſt charity. to others of any that I know in the 


world; mikes no-other incloſures than thoſe which 
God himſelf hach made, not aſſuming any Authority 
to command, yea,or topaſs haſly judgment upon any, 
bur only to provide for her own the beft ſhe can, and 
with ſuchtender regard ro common Chriſtianity, and 


the Rights of all other Churches, thar the ſeems de- | 


ſignedly to have chalkt our the* way of reſtoring rhe 
moſt deſirable fruits of Chriſtian Unity throughour 


- the whole Church; and we ſhould have been ſenſible. 


of conſid. rable effefts by it, had other Churches pur- 
ſued like methods, | 


That Church ſyre is moſt Catheljgt that makes pro- 
viſion for the moſt Carholick Communion, Peace, and 
Unity, and which impoſes no other terms or conditi- 
ons of it but thoſe moſt univerſally received through- 
out all Ages, in all places,and by almoſt all Chriſtians ; 
which may ſoon decide the competition, whether the 


Church of Erg/axd more truly vindicates to her felf |; 


a part of the Catholick Church, or they of Rome ar- 
_— to themſelves the whole > Or which are the 
1 


iſmaticks from it, they which exclude none, whom . * 


they own no power. over, but invite all ro them, and 
zjoyn with any in what is good, and agrecable to the 
Inſtitutions of.our common Lord; or they. who.ſhur 
out all but thoſe who. will ſubject themſelyes to their, 
uſurpt Authority, and moſt unjuſti- 
fiable Impoſitions. (a) 


a 


a Firmilianus de Stephano Epijcopo Rom. 
ad Cyprianum, Ep.75.p.228. Ox.Ed. S:- 


Farther the term Catholick is 4uidem ille vere Schiſmaticus, qui ſt 4 
Communione Ecclefiaſtice unitatts *Apoſt a- 


: ſometimes taken for Or 4 hodox 9 and ta fecerit; dum enim putas omnes a 
. fo the Catholick Church interpre- at/tineri poſſe, ſotim te ab omnibus abſti>. 
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lick * Faith oppoſed to heretical Opinions and Dottrines as 


S. Cyril. Hieral. Car 18 P £29, Kale 
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well as to Schiſmatical Separati- 
ons: ( 4) In this ſenſe the Church 
of Enrglandhath as good a claim in 
the Catholick Church as any 
whatever ; Recerving all the Arti- 
ticles of Chriſtian Faith delivered 


examined by this touchſtone. 


--  InScripture,and received in the Pri- 
mitive Ages for 'more than five hundred years. No 
Principles having been ſo formally declared then, and 
for ſome time after, as the Catholick Faith of all Chri- 
ſtians, and as ſuch neceſſary ro be own'd, which ſhe 


. rgzets: whareyer private opinions there might be then 


among ſome eminent DoCtors of the Church in which 
they oft diftered one from the other, 'or although there 
-might be ſome obſervances then generally received 
which ſhe thinks her ſelf not bound to retain. 

But ill will this Chara&ter agree co the Romaniſts, 
who have added ſo many new dangerous. Articles to 
the common Faith of Chriftians, not only befide the 
original Rule, which they cannot but own with us, bur 
too often againſt it, and the profeſſed belief of the firlt, 
and beſt Ages of the Church. - Wherefore we. rezet 
not theſe innovations meerly from negative arguments, 
becauſe not ſufficiently proved ; ( and yet that way of 


: arguing hath been always allowed in the Fundamen- - 


rals cf Faith, which muft be grounded upon expreſs 
Divine Authority and Teſtimony. ) -But we lay the 
greateſt ſtreſs of our averfſations ro them- upon that d+ 


're& oppoſition, which we undertaketo prove moft of _ 


them havetorthe common Faith, and revealed Will ot 
Gad which they and we both own. And furely that 


- Church in this acceptation is moſt Cathbeizck, that relies 


on fach Catholick Principles, and refersall others to be 
V. But 


maintained in the Church of 'Engtand. 21. 
V, Bur in the fifth place fome ObjeCtions lic in our 

-: way fit tobe anſwered. | | 
"3 Ohbje#.1. They urgeagainſt us that we rejeCt ſeveral 
2} Dodrines ſince formally determined in the Church by 
> theknown and-received Aurhority thereof in Counciis 
more general, or particular, which they pretend were 
believed through all Ages, but then eſtabiiſhed when 
they came- firſt to be called in queſtion, 

 Anſw. We are not much concerned in the firſt part 
of the otze tion, though very many-exceptions might 
come in eſpecially as to the formality, and regularity 
of thoſe Councils : bur as to the latter part in which the 
main {ircſs lies 'here, we never retuſed a fair trial 
thereof. 

' I, From Scripture againft which no Authority Civil, 
or Eccleſiaſtical, in ſingle perſons, or the greateſt Aſſem- 
blies, no time, orcuſtome of what- LH 
| ever date. cati preſcribe. (a) This «© Tertuttzn de welardi virginib 4, 
: hath beenever received tilt of lare Me og ny 
> astheperfec;andintire Rule of all th Satrecint; {6-4 non privilegium 
+ necellary dottrines of Faith, and regiozuw - | 
prattice ; of which abundant Teſti- | F#m hnnh 155 _z 
monies may be ſeen in moſt Prote- rerdere,. quid alive ante nos faciendum pu- 


ſta rari [1408 taverit, ſe4. quid qui ante omnes eft Chri- 
ny Whters. & . ſtus proor fecit, neque. enim hominis c0n- 
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TFFIUDBIS 1 © futtudinem ſequi opertet; ſed Dti veritatem. 
S. Baſt), de. jadjcio Dei, T2. p:392- & tj moral. T.2.p423. © Ws 
5. Hleron, adv. ob. Hieroſ.T.2.p.185.0* in codem Tetx Ep, Aug. ad Hitron P3533 59.Ke- 


. 2, We appeal.alfo to the Primitive, and beſt-Ages of | 
Chriſtianity which either knew nothing of- theſe: Ad- 
ditions that we can find, or ſometimes pive as expreſs 
- declarations againſt them, as could be expected at this 
: diſtance. Butto take off much of the ſtrangeneſs of ſo 
© harſhanimputation atficſt fight, wherewith weicharge* 
a great part of the Church for a conſiderable time, and 
chat 
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that they and we may beleſs ſcandaliz'd ar the firſt 


mention of theſe defeCtions, | 
3.We may conſider the various Cautions in the New 


Teſtament againſt corrupt Doftrines, and. Manners, 
. Which arthe leaſt in general are forerold would creep 
- into the Church, if ſome of: them we now charge be 


not particularly deſcribed therein. | 

4. We may compare matter of fa&t with the experi- 
ence of the like degeneracy of the Jewiſh Church in 
various inſtances ſo nearly reſembling theſe as nothing 
more, and from the fame plea of Oral Tradition, yet 


' againſt asclear evidence, and as emphatical promiſes to 


pr-ſerve them from Apoſtacy as any particular Church 
at leaſt can now pretend to. | 
5. We may conſult the tendency of lapſt mankind, 


' In the beſt how weak it is, and apt to be impoſed on ; 


In others how prone to corrupt, and diftortrhe beſt In- 
ſticutions, caſt a miſt before the cleareſt diſcoveries, 
and offer violence unto the ſtrongeſt convictions to 
ſhelter their vices, and promote their unwarrantable 
intereſts, eſpecially in times of eaſe, plenty, andout- 


ward proſperity. In which we may comparecommon_ 


experience in 'lefſer Societies, which howeyer wiſely 


dire&ed at firſt, regularly founded, and' ſtrongly 


guarded on all ſides, without a very careful InſpeCtion, 
and ſometimes vigorus oppoſition, ſo many corruptions 
will creep in as toneed frequent reformations to reduce 


them back to their primitive Conſtitution. And al- 


though an. eſpecial providence: be: concerned for the 
was, and condu@of Gods Church, yer neither Scri- 


prure, or experience warrant us.to expect its happy In- : * 
fluence by miracles: now, for the effeQing of thar 


which may be accompliſhed by the uſe of ordinary and 
regular means of- his own appointment. -' ' -* 


6. We 
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i many within that time to impoſe upon the credulic 
ke | mpoJe ypon a ulicy 


_ opinionof, and then a confident” reliance upon theſe 


ings. ns | | 
' 'Nay farcher, among the many ſpurious Wricings 


which theh crept into the world under the moſt vene- 
'rable names of the renowned Fathers of the Church, 


now. moſtly diſcarded by themſelves, when rthfir 
ſhameleſs Impudence hath been fo fully expoſed, yet 


few of thety chete are in which this contrivance is. not 


tegible rhroughour 'to adyance theſe. Opinions, -and 


'PraCtices. So'that we arcjndebted to the Reformation, 


thoſe great men which laboored in ic, and ſome of the 
_ pre a6d kared of eh ir own. dc, er 
Atrtot Princing then but .newly-toyund our, Matalmaolt 
Jl aticiens Authors, FAA anLeen Toſt _ 
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Bute we'dre fomewhar beho!Jen'-to their ignorance, 
i F' and ſtupidiry, for doing it fo groſly that chere wasneed 
ad: of little skill or obfervation to diſcover. their Im- * 
08 poſtures, | $ng | - 


8. Tow! ich may be added in, the laſt place agai inſt ; 
'the ſuppoſed prefumprion' in private .perſons, or parti- . 
cular Charches to judge of- publick Eſtabliſhments by . 


a ſeeming Superiour Authority : that without ſome 


Wei judgment of diferetion in the former there'is no, room 
Fil for 4 Pogper Moral A&, much leſs are they capable ot 
0 | | a fruly Religious Obligation, which an. abſolute. im- 


plicite faith perfely deſtroys. But whilſt every man 
is bound to prove his own work, and muſt bear his 
own burden, he muſt examine the grounds .of his 
aſſent according to his capacity, and determine himſelf - 
by the beſt motives he can procure, and.is concerned 
' athisutmoſt peril todo ic with all due reſpe& to the 
| Authority and' Judgment of his Superiours, as well _ 
as the, evidence of the. things themſelyes, . which 
are no 'where in any Goyernment beſide chought in- 
' » Theſe Conſiderations duly weighed may obviate :- 
thoſe firſt prejudices which uſually lic in-the way.co * 
intercepraltthoughes of farther trial, andexamination 
of particular, Points in controverſie, and may ſilence 
; of ſhamerhe fate idle vaunts of ſuch: who, pretend'ro 
reaſon us out.of our ſenſes, and undertake to-demon, 
ſtrate it 4 priori impolible that-ever any falſe opinion 
thould per into the Church, or preyail therein, I wiſh 
theſe men would try; their pains, and ſubcilry Coe 
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that ſuppoſing, norgranting fuch a 
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cou." > WH 
Objef.. But our Adverfarics will Ft urge upon us, 


(1 egeneracy in the 
Church,.and need of Reformation: yet this ſhould 
have been! done'in order to preferye Catholick Unity by 


commortconſett ina general Council, and with molt” 


maturedefiberation, and conſulration. .-.- 
Anſw. x. Thiz was moſt earneſtly defired, -and infi- 
ſted on by the firſt Reformers, witneſs the great 
Importunities of Charles the Fifth with the Popeupon 
their inſtance. Lies NT IN 
2. 'Whenthis ſeemingly prevailed, and a pretended 


' Council was called, it was far from _ ee or ge- 
l 


ſhops out- 


overawed by the Popes immediate Depapdoins or De- 
lepates, and all things carried" by fucl 


any Obligaticur" +0 be 
mo 
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'EFbe Haig: the Catbolick Ghk-.. 
From the rites, Ingereſs and nn o of. 
Princes, who, wi agrec. t: r, in theoum- 
mons, place, of time nity pre the perſons 
who arc to, reſort to. it from their; ſeveral Pomnpyeny 
While the Roman Empirc. was intire, the Emperours 
Edit alone was Summons. ſufficient to almoft ;the. 
whole Chriſtian Church, | By Fs po yoo My I pk 
77d him, ro call of invite, an. ſo Gitang ang. 
aces, no way under his: en Fh at the 
Þo X ever pretended:to this power till of _ can ſcarce 
be pteaded againſt ſuch clear Evidences, and Examples ;. 
and where he is ſo much concerzed, it will bejudged 
more unreaſonable for hi '5 demand j it,. Ft iS diffi; 
culty were oyercine 7 any + conſent, or or.condeicenſion: 
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untables..if-whauthey did'in the Reformati- 


Ps ch,were good; and they had ſufficient” Autho- 


rity: fordoing it, which weare ready to maintain, that 
is all ſhe is. reſponſible/for, were” other impurations 
FAY: xru ger gr oft-are: not: Howeverit'will 


diſpute, And:'if derermined Would” add 


oh ro Rn I may:add; few: grea reat and publick 


Changes. are brought _— where 


many intereſts 


are concerned Lo —_ mote, ior hinder tham 


in whi with that elearneſs and 


evenn «po Wereto: ke dee. Private Perſons atc 


:not chargeable) with the poſed defe&s'of publick 


Adminiſtrations,,;pf. which r of han not the manage- 
ment if nothing be required 0 w {ates _— their ex- 
preſs Duty,,,and-they be: provided:0þall neceffary 
means of their Salvation; though they: may he in- 
5 ro wiſh 'ſome- _elngee bad been ordered other- 


Obie, 4: Our Enemies: ons both kides are apt toob: 
jcXtousthe want of dueDiſcipliney if 'tiot 4bſolurely 


RectAry tothe being of the:Chucrch,- yet -fo farulttul- 


the well-being, and perfeftion of it, rhat' it ought 
” haye. great, weight: in determining our -choice ro 


one Communion before another, and is one of the moſt | 
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all vouts towatds it, and then froward' men un- 
worthily. charge the Church-with what they themſelves 
make, almoſt unavoidabley"twhereas, if exccured, ir 
who Ars: now 
ſo clamorous againſt the inioſt conder, > End abi 
endeavours towards-it as cruel ahd inhumane:”- -* , 
2. The Pretences, to ir tin the Church of” Rome Ac- 
cording to. general rn mark #s'ir can; appea! 
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maintained inthe Church of Englatid. = 
plant#the contrary Grace ; and what need they may 
have of the Aſliitance of a Spiritual Guide, and other 
helps in many Caſes in order to this effect, they may 
beſt conſider. A 4 | 


+ 3: However thedueadminiſtration of Diſcipline is | 
to be placed among conveniencies, and advantages-to '' 


* be wjlh'd for, rather than neceſſaries we cannot be 


withour;:and it hath been, and will be in alt Ages of 


* rhe Church more or lefs perfe&t according to a great 
; many contingencies not to be ſtated beforehand, The 


Church hath ever judg'd ic the beſt meaſure of uſing it 
ſo asmay moſt ervethe ends ofReligion, and the gene- 
ral'benefit of the-Community,and not that ſhe is bound 
always up to the ſtrict merit of the perſons falling 
under it ; and yerafter all the ſtricteſt care, and impar- 


- tiality there will be room for the final Separation, when 
; our Lord ſhall ſend his Angels to gather our of his own 
| Kingdom all offences, and them which do iniquity. -If 
we will ſhua all communication with rhefe, though 
- only in'what is good, xye.muſt flee- out of any- Church 
that ever yet was, -or Will be, ſo far as weknow, in 

- this World, and fo from any hopes:in that ro come : 

| yet ſcarce any conſiderable 'Schifm.. hath appeared in 
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; the Church, which did not ſhelter it {elf under this 
. } pretence. | 


4- Farther it may 'be aJledged thar ſeveral reſtraints 
may be upon the Church from-the Civil Power. "When 


© this had ſuffered fo much by former Encroachments, 


© and Uſurpations no wonder if it ſtill retain ſome jca- 


| loufie of that Yoke which with ſo much difficulty ir 
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; caſt off, and provide as ſecurely as it can for its future 


preſervation, though by ſuſpending ſome of thar our- 


- ward aftiſtance very conduceable to the duc effect of 
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ng. - Church Cenſures, and ſometimes by putting a ſtop to 


their ſenſible progreſs, in ſome caſes where no ſuch 
| & 


danger 
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The Union of the Catholick Church- 
danger or neceſſity required it. Men by miſtakes,or: pre: 
judice may ſtrein each power too far.. Better experience 
of the Regular management of the Ecclefiaſtical,may. in 
due time encourage the Secular farther to enlargetheir 


Liberty, and encourage their orderly proceedings ſo as 


may be moſt ſubſervient to the ends of true Religion, > 
and the adyancement of the common ſecurity of Church 


and State. All the power which the Church pretends ts 
as ſuch is ſpiritual, and that can make.no alteration- in 
the Civil Rights of: men. | 
5. "Yet after all, the Church amongſt us hath-not:on- 
ly ſufficient Authority committed ro her by Chriſt ; 
but reſerved, and countenanced by the Laws of the 
Land to teſtifie her Abhorrence of all notorious Scan- 
dals, to the ſhame, and confuſion: of groſs Offenders, 
and as a direful earneſt of a worſe. doom that awaits 
them hereafter, not here prevented by a fatisfaftory 
Repentance. I need not reter to particular inſtances 
when we have frequent examples thereof. - If this be 


Ts OE Ts To one 


_ not always exerciſed by thoſe with whom it. is en- _ 


truſted: with all due vigour, and ſincerity, after juſt 
abatemeng for neceſlity, and a favourable allowance 


for ſuch porn difliculties,. of which ſearce any pri: 
vate perſo 


neglect, and private Chriſtians ſhall not fare the work 


n can make a fair and competent judgment; :. 
the fault will lie only at their doors whoſe is the 


in the performanceof their duty, nor fail of the alu: 


tary effects of the, ordinary. means.of Grace: by. Gods 
own. appointment, becauſe every publick miniſtration 
is not performed. with. that- Religious care. which be- 
comes ſuch concerns. 


6. Little pretence can they have from this Objedi- : 
on that deſert the Eſtabliſht National Church, and that - 


moſt adyantagious outward Bond of Unity therein, in 


_ purſuit of private Aſſemblies, and ſelect Congregati : 
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maintained im the Church of England. 
ons, Where all. Acts of Diſcipline muſt needs be ſup- 
poſed Arbitrary on one fide, and precarious on the 
other. When he or they who inflict them own no 
power over them to aw, or direct their proceedings, 
or upon juſt occaſion to reverſe their Sentence; nor 
he who falls under them has any other engagement 
ro ſubmiſſion than his own free A&t, nor can ſuſfer 
any farther prejudice without it, than to be forced 
it may be to change his Company, or place of meeting, 
Whart-ever grave, and ſolemn appearance this may car- 
ry at the firſt ſerting up of ſuch a riew Government, 


it will ſoon degenerate into Mockery, or Confuſion. . 


Whatſoever deſtroys the Unity of the Church over- 
turns the main ſtrength, and Foundation of all Dilci- 
plinez.the defects hereof we may hope to ſeerepaired 
with the preſervation of that, but without that no 
proſpect appears of any overtures towards it. 

7. To which may be added in the laſt place, what- 
ever want of Diſcipline any may lay to the charge of 
the Chuzch'of Exg/and, none can complain of her 
breach of :that Unity therein, which all Chriſtian 
Churches ought to maintain. She neither invades the 
Rights, nor pretends to reverſe the juſt and regular 
Cenſures, nor countenances. the Schiſmaticks,. nr 
difallows the miniſtrations of any other Church ſo far 
as conſiſtent with the expreſs Inſtitutions of our blefſed 
Saviour, and the. univerſally received pra&ice of his 
Church, though otherwiſe mix'd with ſeveral corrupri- 
ons which ſhe wiſhes removed. 

Objef. 5. Laſtly, our Roman Adverſaries object to 
us the many obſtinate Schiſms, and groſs Hereſies, 
which have ſprung up ſince the Reformation, and as 
they pretend out of it, from the forſaking of that bond 
of Unity in the Catholick Church, only to be hoped 


for in their Communion, where alone they ſayrheſe are * 


prevented, or ſoon curcd, G 2 Anſiw. 


43 


The Unity of the Catholich Church: 

Anſw. The firſt part of matter of fat is too notori- 
ous tobe denied, and too ſcandalous tobe defended : 
but againſt the latrer part of the original of theſe 
Schiſms, and Bereſies many juſt exceptions may be 
jnterpoſed. | | | 

I; The Reformation gives no countenance to them, 
but ſeverely condemns them, and provides ſufficient 


means to prevent or remove them; if notwithſtanding 


wicked men of corrupt Principles, and depraved man- 
ners flee hither for ſhelter ro hide their enormitics; and 
abuſe or pervert the moſt wholfom Inſtitutions, and 
advantagious opportunitics for their ſpiritual proficien» 


cy to the moſt contrary purpoſes; The- guilt and. il 


conſequence will lie only at their own doors. Chriſti- 
ans muſt got be debarred of the ordinary means of 
Grace, becauſe ſome turn this Grace into wantonneſs. 


St. Peter tells us of fome who wreſt the Scriptures un- 


to their own deſtruQion; but neither he nor. any ether + 


then, or tor many Ages after thought this motive fuffi- 
cient to deprive the People of the uſe of them, made it 
rather an argument of conſulting them with greater 
caution and diligence, leſt being lgd away with the er- 
xor of the wicked they fall from their own ſtedfaſtneſs. 

2. There were many Schiſms and Hereſies 


ſprung up in the firſt and beſt Ages of the Church, 


even in the times of the Apoſtles themſelves, as 


appears by ſeveral intimations in their Writings, 


and in the immediatly ſucceeding, while many 
Apoſtolical men were living, and it we compare the 
account we have of them in the moſt ancient Authors, 
particularly in /reneus, they were as.wild, and extra- 


vapant as any of the later date: yet the Apologiſts for- 


true Chriſtianity thought themſelves very injuriouſly 
charged with thoſe blaſphemous Principles, or flagiti- 
ous -Praftices which they- wholly renounced, or. diſ- 


b, 


owned.. 


+ , legant Philippinſts, Theſſatonicenſes, Ephtſii, quid ttiam Romeni ae proximo ſonent, quibus 


 .nijeftatir Catbolica, quia bes in ea fiunts 


| to our purpoſe here to obſerve 
which the Orthodox Chriſtians then made uſe of for 


_ neintained in the Church of England = A445: 
owned. Theevil one is always moſt buſic to ſow his © 2 
Fares amongſt the beſt Wheat. Burt that which is moſt 
d is that the fame method 
the Confuration, and Convittion -ot Hereticks and 
Schiſmaticks, we {tilt appeal to, by bringing them ro 
the-touchſtone of Scripture, and next to that the moſt 
Orthodox; and Catholick Tradition. Whereas how 
ſhort and-enfie a decifion to all debates might have- 
been fercht hence, had they had the fame apprehenſti- 
on of the Authority and Efficacy thereof by referring 
all Controverſies Jepndia to the determination' of 
the Roman Church, the batter, and Miſtris of all, 
and to that infallible condutt ſetled therein :' bur nor 1 
one word of that, only when they make their appeals ; i 
to her after the expreſs Word of God, it is in common 1 
with many other Churches, eſpecially thoſe ot Apo- 
ſtolical foundation, as in 7Tertu//zan, Ireneus, St. Au- 
uftin, &c. where they have to dcal with ſuch per- 
Rafe) —_.---. 
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Evangelinm & Petrua, & Panlus ſanguine quoque ſuo fignatan reliquerunt ; babemus && Johan- 
us alumnas Beclefias. h 

Tadem ds praſcript adv. Har. c.z5. p.215. Percurre Eccltfcas Apoſiolices & proxima eft tihs + 
Achala, habes Corinthum, f non longe ts a Mactdonea, babes Philippes, babes Theſſalonicenſts ; 
| potes in Afexr ##1dere babes Epheſum ; {5 anten Italie adjaces habes Romam. Et ivid. c. 32, . 
P.2 13+ dt aliis, Nun arnique inſtitunntur tamen in cadem fide confÞiyprtes non minis Apeſtolics 
deputantur pro c ninitate dotirine. t 

S. Irenzus .adv. Her. 1. 3. 6. 3. Þ. 233. 
 $, Auguftiv. 4e @zitats Ecclefie, C. 10. T.'7. P. 531. 44 Corinthios, ad Ephaſios, a4 
Theſſalonicenſes, ad Coloſſezſts. Vos ſolas Apoſtoli Eyiſtvlas In leflione, nos autem Epiſtols in © * 
Leftione, ac fide, Of ipſu Eccleſsis. in Communione retinemus. Ibid. C. 15. Þ 545. ntrum ip \ 
Ecclefiam texeant nox niſi Divinarum Scripturaram Canonitis tidris oflendant : quia nec uos- 
propterea dicimus no0bis credeve oportere quod in Ecclefia Chrifts ſums, quia tyſam quam tenis + 
mus compendevit Milevitanus Optatius, vel Mediolanenſis 4ubofucel alli annuvierabiles no» 
fre Communionis Epiſeeti, aut quia noſtrorum Colltgarum Concilii ipſa pradicataeſt ; aut quia 
pir tram orbes in tocis ſundfis tante mirabilie vel exanditionum, vel ſanitatum fiurt, &c. qe n 
eunrue talia in Catholica finnt, 3deo = approbands guiy in Catholica fiunt, nan ideo ip/a ma- 


3. The .. 


The Hoity of the Catholick Church 
3. The pretence of rhe moſt abſolute Authority in 


the one part, and the extortion of the 'moſt implicite 
Belicf; and blind Obedience in the other among them 


have not been able to ſecure themſelves from conſide- 


rable diſſentions, and Diviſions in opinion, and pra- 


Ctice. If theſe have not broke out ordinarily into the 
moſt open Schiſms, and Hereſies, the ſtop is more due 
to the craft and policy whereby, they oft compromiſe 
the matter between both parties, or to that outward 


force and violence which reſtrains them, rather than to 


any opinion which they themſelves have of this ready 
means of ending all diſputes. We find in the fierceſt 


debates among them how fittle heed is given to this 


infallible cure farther than intereſt or neceſlity inclines 
them. There may be a way of preventing controvyer- 
ſies, which deſlroys all Religion, and makes way for 
Arheiſm ; in ſuch a caſe I need not enquire where the 
advantage lies. _ | TYM ie £51 
4. We may anſwer, moſt of thoſe miſchicfs had their 
riſe from the ruines of the Church of Z»g/and, when 
that was violently aſſaulted and broken, its Authori- 
ty deſpiſed, irs Conſtitutions vilificd, its Order defaced, 
its faithful Adherents perſecuted, then Faftion, and 
Diſorder, ſtragge DofQrines, Phrenſical Opinions, and 
all manner of Toolknels in Principles, and Practices 
camein likea torrent, and overſpread the Land, which 
before-skulkt in corners, and were little taken notice 
of. The Reſtitution of the Church hath in great mea- 
ſure put a ſtop to their _ I know not of an 
Sect, which hath ſtarred up ſince that time : Butalmoſt 
every year before brought forth ſeveral. If her pains 
and care have not yer been ſo ſucceſsfully preyalent as 


'to recover, and reſtore all that have gone aſtray, ſhe 


hath not been wanting in her endeavours towards it, 


which have redueed many; and itis no little time, nor. 


calie 


mantained in the Charch off England.. 


eafie task torepair the Ruines of ſuch long Confuſions; 


and Defolations. | | De. 

5. We owea great part of theſe Calamities to the 
ſame perſons, who now charge them upon us; for be- 
fide the influence which their Agents, Principles, and 
Examples had incontriving and promoting thoſe unna- 
cural Commotions, and Rebellions in the Stare. which 
FE am not now concerned te examine ; let matter of 
fa& determine that as it hath been found more or le 
plain : Thus far we have abundant evidence that ſevc- 
ral of their Emiſlaries have herded with the chicf of 
our Diſſenters, and if ſome of the groſleſt Sects were 


not framed among them firſt, as ſeems very probable, 


yet moſt 'of them have been much fomenred, and 
{trengthened by them,” and they have been oft found 
ating their parts under that diſguiſe, and have cm- 
ployed on all occaſions their intereſt ro ſhelter, and 


protect them, according to the known maxime of rheir 


Policy, that the readicſt way ot efte&ting our: ruine 
was by increaſing, and fomenting our Diviſions ;. here 
they have found their greateſt harveft. For when 
mens minds are unſetled, and they grown giddy with 
being long turned about by every new wind of Do- 
Ctrine, and'are weary of tumbling and toſſing from one 
Party to another, they will eaſily catch hold of "any 


fancied ſupport, and be ſooner betrayed to yield rhem- 


ſelves Captives to the deluſory hopes of-reft and ſet- 
tlement amongſt them. 

6. To all which may be added; muchrof that irre- 
verence, and contempt of Perſons, and things Sacred, 
which have made way for the forementioned fad Ca- 
lamittes amongſt us are- moſtly due to their Oppreſſi- 
ons, Inſolencies, or Deluſions: When the People had 


ſolong groaned under theirtyrannical yoke, and into- - 
lerable burdens, and found themſelves fo oft cheate@. 


'by. 
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The Unity of the Catbolick Charch | 


by their manifeſt impoſtures, no marvel if they be 


. over-fearful of what they had ſuffered .ſo much trom, 


and afterwards too ſuſpicious of being deluded again, 


and be ſoon tempred to tranſgreſs due meaſure in the 


uſe of cheir liberty, being juſt recovered from extreme 
Navery, though ſo many years have yaſled ſince, as 
will hardly admit of a tolerable excuſe: Yet better ex- 
perience,and longer conſideration we hope in time may 
teach them to diſtinguiſh between the certain Intereſts 
of true Religion, and the hypocritical wiles of world- 
ly Craft and Policy, and ſo to thinka due reipett, and 
Obſequiouſael to thoſe who ſincerely manage the for- 
mer, neceſſary to preſerve them from being impoſed on 
by the latter, and prevent their falling into the like 
miſcarriages which they obſerve in others ; And that 
Apoſtolical Government, good Order, whelfom Dilſci- 
pline, ſound Doctrine, and Uniform Deyotion may no 
longer ſuffer under the falſe, bur moſt odious charge of 
Popery, and that they who have under Gad becnmoſt 
inſtrumental in reforming, and defending the Church 
from the real, and groſs Corruptions thereof, may nor 


{till be oppreſſed wih the unreaſonable clamourot a. 


meer invidious name, which they that uſe moſt know 
very little what they mean by it, only that it denores 
ſomewhat favoured by them of whom: they have de- 
ſervedly an jll opinion. 'Fhe caſe hath been too like 
exemplified in another Inſtance, eſpecially of late years, 
in which many Hypocrites have ſo ſcandalouſly abuſed 
the moſt fokemn pretences to. Sandtity and Devotion 
for a covering or continuance to the moſt horrid Op- 
pom, Schiſms, and Rebellions, that they have em- 

Idened profane men to ſcorn, and ſend out open De- 
fiagces againſt the very appearance of Religion, and 
poſſibly tempted others ſerious, and hearty loyecrs of 
igs cauſe to be too modeſt,and ſhamefaced in its defence: 


yer 


T's 
py 
2 
$5. * 
SY 
<3 
” d o 
ke 
AZ 
JAG 
wm” 
Wd... 
FE, 
230 y 
gs A 
KIEL > 2 
4, 
We; - 
% 08 
4s, 
. +: 
e's RNs 
. » 
X . 
£V 
1X5 
WW 
£08 
os 
* 
3s, 
#5 


7 though making a difference, but 
2 without partiality. Some muſt be 
4 x with Fear, and almoſt violently pulled out of the 
.: Ire. | Ha 


- 


maintained in the Charch of England, 
yet wehope unſigned Piety will be always juſtified of 
its Children. Surably truly Catholick Principles, and 


 Obſeryances may vindicate themſelves, though groſs 


Errors, and Impoſtures have long paſſed under thar 
difzuiſe : Notwithſtanding ordinary People, not al- 
ways the beſt diſtinguiſhers, and who are 6ften hurri. 
ed from one extreme to another, do not readily diſcern 
one from the other, but having found themſelves once 
cheated; be a long time overzealous of a like deſign 
upon them. | 


VI. Fromthe Premiſes duly conſidered will, I hope, | 


in the cloſe be inferred the ſtrongeſt motive, and Obli- 
gation upon all among us heartily to embrace, and 
{teadily to perſevere inthe Communion of our Church: 
to ſhare in thoſe happy Advantages and Bleſlings, 
which all who rightly improve it may promiſe them- 
ſelves therein. She deſires by all means poſlible to 
convince their Conſciences, and incline their AﬀeCtions 
to a willing compliance with their indiſpenſable Duty, 
and higheſt Priviledge, rather than over-aw their per- 
ſons by ſevere Cenfures, or the following condign pu- 
niſhmentrs. Nay, if neceſſity force upon any the execu- 
tionof the laſt, when they will not hearken to the for- 
mer, ſhe pleads the ſame Charity for the Principle 
of both, not only to” prevent others from being ſedu- 
ced by the ſame Errors: Bur alſo thus to deter them 
from more diſmal Ruine here, and hercafter, which 


þ: hangs over them perſiſting ſtil} in Ws ae EE 
= the ſame obſtinacy. (a) Of all ſhe %a T.7 © adv. Epiſt, Petilians, 


> 


149 


T. 7. P-- Ion. Non vos 0ccidim'ss, 
hath the tendereſt compaſſion, /e4 ipf voſmer vera mort 


cam vos ab Unitatis 
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The Union of the Cathbolick Church. 


Men may make a noile withthe odious name of Per- 


ſecution ; yet our Adverfaries of both extremes have 


little reaſon to obje& thar, of which chey them(elves 
ſtand fodeeply chargeable when in their power. But we 


rclie not on that Plea, which however ir offend rhem, 
No ſerled Government, Civil, of * 


would not clear 'us. ) 
Sacred, was ever, or is more gentle,and compaſſionate 


in its inflictions than ours: It when this Tenderneſs 


was requited with new and greater Inſolence, and more 


obſtinate Contempt, Authority begin to put on a more _ 


harſh, and ſevere Countenance, and make uſe of the 
rod of its power tocorre&t the pceviſhnels of ſome, or 
reſtrain the extravagancies of others, it is to be hoped 
they will in the end findit for their cdification, and not 
for their deſtruction, and may ſee cauſe to bleſs God, 
and thank their Governours tor thoſe benign Penalties, 


which almoſt forceably opened their eyes to diſcern 


that evidence which pertinacious obſtinacy had ſhur 


b 5. Aug. Fi, them againſtin alt other Perſuaſives, as (5) St. Auga/tin 


48 ad Vincen- 


t4um. T2. 
þ-157.174, 


declares ſeveral of the Donariſts had profeſſed ro him, 
and therefore ſaw great reaſon to recal, and recant the 


many clamours they had raiſed on this occaſion. Ihope 
we are not without many ſenſible Inſtances of the good 


effe&t hereof among our ſelves, though it be very dif- 
erent in ſome from what it is in others ; bur the ten- 
dency of itis certainly to what is good in all. | 


Experience, and farther conſideration may have 7 


made all prudent and ſober Friends to true Picty, Vir- 


ruc, and good Order aſhamed of the popular Plea of | 


Eiberty, or that men ought to be left free from any 


reſtraint, or Impoſitions ih matters of Religion, and 27 
Conſcience; which muſt needs confound all peace, and 3 
overturn all Government in every Society, and. fo de- 
- Kroy the being of the Charch as ſuch, and expoſe pri- 
vate perſons to all manner of ſtrange deJuſions, and !' 
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2 perſons whoſe-ſiicerity: and jodg 
2 andfo are before relolved agai 


maintained in the Church of England. 


extravagant enterpriſes without the leaſt guard or de. 


ſence z beſide the ill aſpect ir hath on the Civil Peace; 
I may add, It never was, and I doubt never will be 
pradiſed by. any Party of men, when they can do 
otherwiſe, who flee to it only for Sanctuary when they 
can find ſhelter no where beſide. Would men but im- 
partially look abroad, or conſult former times, or but 
really conſider what were like to be their ſtate under 
any other ſetled Conſtitution by whatever favourable 
Character it may have been repreſented, they might 
find lictle temptation to-querulous uncafineſs in their 
preſent condition, and ſmall encouragement to ſeck, 
and improve every occaſion to quarrel at thoſe ftew,and 
mild reſtraints laid on them, eſpecially if wirhal they 
would faithfully refle@t upon the ill uſe which hath been 
made of more remiſsneſs. 

Indeed Chriſtianity, which is the Goſpel of Love, 
and Peace, and is almoſt wholly made up of Charity, 
inclines us firſt, and moſt, ro the mildeſt methods, as 
moſt pratcful, moſt likely to win upon other mens 
good afteCtions, and to teſtifie our own. Burt then 
this mildneſs may be turnedinto the greateſt cruelty to 
the guilty as well as to the innocent, yea, to the whole 
Community.  Qur great wiſdom will be fo to purſue 
the former as we may avoid the latrer, and I know nor 
where it-is done. more cautiouſly thanhere. 

| If we were to examine the ſtrange and ſtiff Aver- 
{ations in many'to'the-Communion. of cur Church, we 
ſhall-find chew moſtly, owing to:blind Prejudice, and 
groſs-Ignotance ov hat is required of them, more than: 
to any other Prifitiples..: They have been brought up , 


2 in a veryrill. opinion of: our Service meerly by odious 

3 names, fly,and-inyidious:Charadters .given 10/ir trom 
ment they \relie* on, 
any farther enquiry, 
H- 2 and 
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The Wlnity of the Catbolick Church 
and induſtriouſly ſhun all opportunities of better in- 
tormation either by pertonal Conference, or readi 


our Books. They think themſelves ſufficiently fſarisft- 
cd, and go on to hate and revile, but they often know 


not what, nor why. If we could bring chem ro make 
their own trial, who arealways jealous of any attempts 
frcm us, matter of fat would be their beſt confurari- 
on, and their own Eyes and Ears prove their moſt effe- 
ctual conviCtion, fo as ro wonder artheir former obſti- 
nacy,which ſome of them have confeſſed upon this ex- 


perience. I believe were fome fierce Diſſenters ask'd, 


they. can ſcarce fay, that rhey ever ſeriouſly read, or. 
attentively heard the Liturgy, and know very little. 
what it is therein which offends them; I am fure they 
will hardly t:ll us. Sometimes meer novelty {tartles 
them, and they are afraid only for not being uſed 
ro it. bs oY | 

Theſe, and many fuch lirtle QbjeCtions, that we can 


icarce gueſs at would foon be removed by this ſenſible _ 


proof reach'd down to all capacities ; and a ſober, ſtea- 


dy temper of mind, with a firm, and well-grounded | 
belief. in moſt of the material Points of Chriſtian Do-  : 
drine; variouſly incotcated in the ſeveral Offices of 
our Liturgy, would/grow up more and more in them; 
for want of this we find in ſeveral Zealors very little +” 
knowledge of the firſt Principles of Chriſtian Religi- - 
on, and indeed vyery little to be learnt from rhofe man- > 
ner of diſcourſes and Phrafes to which 'they have been 7 
hitherto uſed.*] But more particulatly may theſe Re- 


fleftions be applied co invite che Romaniſts:amongſt 


us unto the free, ſincere, and cordial Communion with 3 
the Church of Eng/aw4,wlach once,though onfy ro our- 


na, now ymeathnn obſerved;/and have | 
almoſt nothing xo objeR againſt ir bur the raſh; and | 


_ Schifmatical Inecrdict of a forein ufurped — | 
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maintaintd'in the Church of England.” 


the terms of our Communion are molt. truly Catho- 


lick hath 'been the .chief defign of this ſmall Tra ro 
prove, and thereby to prevent the common prejudice 
{rom the. name of the Catholick, and Apoſtolick 
Church, in' which, whatever they affume to them- 


| ſelves, we haye as good a title to. our ſhare as any 
Church in the world. And no ſenſibie evidence have - 
we of our-Communion with that Catholick Church, 
but by. communicatirig: with the more 'particular. 
Church in which _—_ Providence hath plaeed us, : 
where nothing is required ot us repugnant tothe Bond . 
" of Unity in the whole. | | 
Many of our Church, yea, our Conſtitution it ſelf 
have been often charped,' and reviled, though-moſt un-' 
juſtly, wh: roo favourable an inclination ro-them of 
' Rome : becauſe whatever” of good Order, and decent- 


Sotemniry, as well as ſound DoQtine, and wholſom 
Inſtruction was found-amone them, is {ti retained and 


cheriſhed by us. And that 'weare not ſo haſty and 
_ peremptory in-unchueching them all ropether;or-damn-- 


ing preſently all that have been, or are ſtill of 'their 
Communion, as ſome would haveus - which is ineffe& 


for being more render in preſerving the Principles of. 
true Catholick Unity than itt plealing ſome' private 


humours or prejudices. | FW ea 1 0 
. Still wennuft 'beawareithat no pretended Charity 
tothem,: nor 'yet- compliatice with thoſe 'whoprevend 
the greateſt: oppefition" to; them muft tempt tis to be- 


rray the Truxth-of God, or violate our'Obligition'to his . 


Commandsov either fide; and withirthoſe bouhdsto 
conſult, as' njuth' as-polſible; #he'Peaee and Unity! of 
his Church; and continue-thereif. If the former -re- 
cort:oar Kindneſs upon us ig new Oppofttions:: Tf the 
latter -loadvur xetigions care and modeſt caution wirl 
all choſe dreadfut-mputations Uug- £9 others: If we 


- ſuffer. 


53: 
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. The Unity of- the Catholick:Church 
ſuffer from both ſides, whilſt it is only for ſpeaking the 
Truth, and doing our Duty, which we have no power 
to alter ; we may juſtifie our ſelves before God, anq 
our own Conſciences, and in-due time with all go8 4 
reaſonable, and conſiderative men, and then ir is n 


3 


gatter what the clamours, and captious cavils of other*.. 


lay upon us. 
| But yet our Adverſaries of the Roman Perſuaſion 


' muſt rake notice, that while we are ſo wary, and ſpa- 
ring in our Cenfures of them, we are not the leſs ap- 
prehenſive of the extreme danger which attends thoſe 


groſs Errors and Superſtitions, wherewith we charge 
them, which havea dire&t tendency to their ruine, and 


very much undermine the foundations of Faith, and 


good Life, which they, own it common with us. What 
may be their-influence upon —_— perſons is 
more than we dare determine, and think always more 
fafe to incline to the fayourable fide, where it may be 
without prejudice to what; js certainly true and good. 
Notwithſtanding -whateyer: our opinion be, that will 
not alter the caſe at laſt, and thus far we are moſt de- 
terminate that” the corruptions among them are ſuch 
which every Church is; bound to reform, and. every 
true Chriſtian ta; keep ar a;diſlance from, as much as. 
iS in his power. DTD] 39] 2313Q71LM: 
- Whanſoeyer: were tbezcondirion of thoſe-who lived 
inthar Communion befqre the'Reformation, ; many of 
them groaned:4nder thoſe Oppreſiions from which we 
are happily. freed 2, nay, whatever: charitable. allows 
ance may, til, ha made forthe, whonow:live with- 
in thoſe Boundaries where-they have little opportunity 
of knowing better, and-are ynder vaſt prejudices by 
contrary. Education) and; the-ſevereſt)aw rover them : 


How far, I ſay, thele caſes maybe pleadable;, muſt be 


left ro God and their own Conſciencesy |: 1b 1 
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maintained in the Church off England, 
As for thoſe born, and bred among us, who have 


been treacherouſly deluded into Apoſtacy from us, or 
will perſiſt in their heredirary obſtinate' averſeneſs 


to us againſt the cleareſt conviction, which they may 
- receive, and in oppoſition to the expreſs Laws of God, 
and of the Land, to the perpetual diſturbance of the - 


State, and confuſion of the Church ; there appcars 
no room for any excuſe to leſſen their Crime, or alle- 
viate-their doom, - which will be mightily increaſed, 
when all manner of hidden and crafty Artifices, or 
open .violences againſt the common Rights of Hutnane 
Socjety, and moral Honeſty, as well as the Faith, 


and Charity of Chriſts Church'are employed, and con: ' 
ſecrated into'a religious but blind Zeal for the deſtru- 


Ction of both; | | 

No marvel if the Nation awakened with the cfke&s 
hereof, which it hath ſometimes felt, and oftener had 
reaſon to fear, have provided ſome ſevere Laws for an 


aw over them, and to ſtop the firſt beginnings of ſuch 


exorbitantattemprs, ready to break through all ordi. 
nary incloſures, and which will hardly be reſtrain2d 
by the uſual methods of Government. No temper is 
more diflicuitly maſtered, or more miſchievous, if ler 


looſe,than fucha falſe fiery zeal,. which negleCted burns 


all before it. 

Burt whatever may have been their Treatment of us 
formerly, or we may juſtly appcehend would be ti!}, 
had they any opportunity; which God prevent.: we. 
ought.nor, and-hope ſhall notever deſiſt from wilhing, 
and endeavouring, as much as is it our power, their 
real welfare, and fo of all our implacable Enemies, and 
therein their hearty Union with us in the holy Offices. 
of Rcligion. and Fellowſhip of Gods Church where. 
they live, iwith- the ſincere renunciation of thoſe dan-. 
gerous Errors, and Practices that hitherto keep thiem® 


at a diſtancefrom us. . | | Ia 


þÞ] 


The Unity of the Catbolick Church 
' Tn Conclyſion, inſtead of queruloys expoſtulations 
or catching occaſions tofind fault, we have greatreaſon 
to admire and adorg that gracious Providence, which 
anudſt ſo many Confuſions, Diſorders, and Corruptir 
ons that prevail too much in meft places round abour, 
hath placed our Lot in ſo happy 2 ſoil, and provided 
for us ſo goodly a Heritage, and ſafe Retreat in the Bo. 
ſom of that Church, whoſe Charity is as eminent as 
its Faith, and ics Qrder as ſignal as its Purity; whoſe 
Arms are always open to receive its returning Encmies 
with the moſt tender Compaſſions, as well as to cheriſh 
its faithful Friends with the moſt wholſom and indul- 
gent proviſions; where nothing is wanting to enſure 
our ſafety, and encourage our proficiency in every 
thing that is good and excellent : which upon farmer 
trialof both tlie oppoſite extremes, the whole King- 
dom hath ſeen neceſlary to flee back into, to repair the 
Confuſions and Devaſtations they had _—_ : and 
in its moſt dangerous Conyulſians here hath found the 
; rcadieft Cure, and under whoſe name her 'very Ene- - 
mies deſire to fhelter themſelves: which finally ingages 
us toexpreſs our gratitude for ſo peculiar Priviledges 
by a ready and impartial Obedience to the holy Do- 
Etrineweare taught, and a fruitful improvement of all 
thoſe happy Advantages which we enjoy therein. That 
our Lives may be aatlwerable to ourProfefſion, and 
our pious, virtuous, peaceable, and charitable Con- 
verſation may be in ſome proportion,as defenſible, and 
remarkable as the Principles we proceed upon, or the 
benefits we lay claim to. Ab 
This would moſt effetually ſilence the caprious 
Cavils of our Enemies on every ſide, and more power- 
fully invite them to our Communion thanall other the 
moſt demonſtrative Arguments: when their very 
Senſes would bearwitneſs that God is in us of a truth. 
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maintained in the Church of England. 


I hope we are not deſtitute of ſome ſuch eminent Ex- 
amplesof unfcigned Picty, true Holineſs, and univer- 
ſal Probity. God Almighty increaſe their number 
more, and more : Yet whatioever may be the effcct 
thereof upon other men, this method would moſt un- 
queſtionably enſure our own firmeſt Peace here, and 
everlaſting Salvation hereafter. Here we keep certainly 
within our own bounds, and may moſt ſafely,and profi- 


. rably ſpend all our Zeal, while other men pleaſe them- 


ſelves in diverting it abroad ro what they have no 
power over. Ir ſeems horribly nauſeous to hear men 
quarrel fiercely about the beſt Church, wholive in the 
moſt open defiance to all Religion, and I doubt there 
are too many of all denominations chargeable herc- 
with. Yet whatever the caſe of others prove, it will be 
moſt ſafe., and pious tobring it home, and cloſe to our 


ſelves. Be our Church,or our Profeſſion never ſo much þ. 
better than any other, if we be not alſo ſuitably better - 


than other men, they will riſe up in judgment againſt us 
at the laſt. | | 

But by a careful and diligent obſervance of its ſacred 
-* ev ag we ſhall juſtifie our Reformation 
throughout, put aſtop to the Reproaches, and ſhame 
the Calumnies of our Advyerſaries, and which is the 
Summary of all good intentions, and endeavours, bring 


honour to our great Lord and Maſter, the Author and 
Finiſher of ourFaith. 
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